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July 5th, 2026 • 5th Sunday after Pentecost  
Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Sergius of Rádonezh

Martyr Anna, at Rome (304); Martyr Cyrilla of Cyrene in Libya, a widow (4th century); 
Hieromartyr Athanasius, Deacon, of Jerusalem (451); Venerable Lampadus, monk, of 

Irenopolis (10th century); Venerable Athanasius of Mt. Athos and 
his six disciples (1000); Hieromartyr Stephen of Nicea, Bishop of 

Rhegium, disciple of Apostle Paul, and with him Bishop Suerus and 
the women Agnes, Felicitas, and Perpetua (1st century); Saint Zoe 
of Rome (c. 286); Saint Febronia, virgin-martyr of Sicilly (c. 304); 

Saints Agatho and Triphina, martyrs in Sicily (c. 306); Saints Fragan 
and Gwen Teirbron of Brittany (5th century); Saint Philomena, 
near Ancona in Italy (c. 500); Saint Edana, patron of parishes in 

the west of Ireland, a famous holy well bears her name; Saint Erfyl, 
founder of the church of Llanerfyl in Powys in Wales; Saints Probus 
and Grace, saints of Cornwall, husband and wife; Saint Triphina, the 
mother of St Tremorus the infant-martyr, she spent the latter years 
of her life in a convent in Brittany (6th century); Saint Numerian, 
Bishop of Trier, Confessor (c. 666); Saint Morwenna, patroness of 
Morwenstow, England (6th century); Saint Modwenna, successor 

of St. Hilda as Abbess of Whitby in England (c. 695); Saint 
Modwenna, an anchoress and later Abbess of Polesworth in Warwickshire, England (9th 
century); Saints Athanasius and Theodosius of Cherepovets (both c. 1388), disciples of 
St. Sergius of Radonezh; New Martyr Cyprian of Koutloumousiou Monastery, Mount 
Athos (1679); New martyrs and confessors; New Confessor Agapitus (Taube), Monk of 

Optina Monastery (1936).
The image on the previous page is of St. Sergius of Radonezh with scenes from his life. A detailed 

description of the icon can be found on our website, www.stlukeanniston.org



News & Announcements
•	 We welcome our visitors. Please join us for a potluck meal after 

Liturgy so you can get to know us. Communion is for Orthodox 
Christians who have fasted before Liturgy but everyone is welcome 
to the blessed bread an Altar Server will offer.

•	 Grant, O Lord, a prosperous and peaceful life, health, salvation, and 
furtherance in all good things to all Thy servants who are celebrating 
birthdays, namesdays and anniversaries, and preserve them for 
MANY YEARS!

•	•	 We plan to soon share our revised contact list. If you wish to opt out We plan to soon share our revised contact list. If you wish to opt out 
of inclusion please inform Subdeacon Nicholas (contact information of inclusion please inform Subdeacon Nicholas (contact information 
below).below).

This Week’s Fasting, Services and Scripture Readings
Mon., 7/6 Tues., 7/7 Wed., 7/8 Thurs., 7/9  Fri.,7/10 Sat., 7/11 Sun., 7/12

Divine Liturgy
10 a.m.

Great Vespers
4 p.m.

Brunch & 
Fellowship

Romans 
12:4-5, 15-21

Romans 
14:9-18

Romans 
15:7-16

Romans 
15:17-29

Romans 
16:1-16

Romans 
8:14-21

Romans 
10:1-10

Matthew 
12:9-13

Matt. 12:14-
16, 22-30

Matthew 
12:38-45

Matthew 
12:46-13:3

Matthew 
13:4-9

Matthew 
9:9-13

Matthew 
8:28-9:1

Service times are subject to change. Please text Subdeacon Nicholas @ (256)  343-1141 or nmbailey@me.com.
You can also visit stlukeanniston.org for the latest schedule.

Visit us online for the most current news, 
schedule and much more.

https://stlukeanniston.org
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Divine LiturgyDivine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostomof St. John Chrysostom

Troparia/KontakiaTroparia/Kontakia
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4)

When the women disciples of the Lord * learned from the angel the joyous message of thy Resurrection, * 
they cast away the ancestral curse * and elatedly told the apostles: * “Death is overthrown! * Christ God is 
risen, *** granting the world great mercy!”

Troparion to St. Sergius (Tone 8)

From thy youth thou didst receive Christ into thy soul, O ven’rable one, * and above all didst desire to leave 
behind the turmoil of the world. * Thou didst courageously settle in the wilderness, where thou didst raise 
children in obedience, the fruits of humility. * Thus, as an abode of the Trinity, thou didst enlighten all who 
approached in faith and didst grant healing to all ** O our Father Sergius, pray to Christ God that our souls 
may be saved!

Kontakion of the Resurrection (Tone 4)

My Savior and Redeemer * as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains. * He 
has shattered the gates of hell, * and as Master, *** He has risen on the third day!

Kontakion to St. Luke the Evangelist (Tone 2)

Thou becamest a disciple of God the Word, * with Paul thou didst enlighten all the world, * casting out its 
darkness ** by composing the Holy Gospel of Christ. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit…

Kontakion to St. Sergius (Tone 8)

Having risen from the earth today and shining like the sun, * thy precious and incorrupt relics are as fragrant 
flowers, scented with miracles, * granting healing to all the faithful, and making glad thy flock which thou 
didst wisely gather and tend. * Now as thou standest before the throne of the Trinity, entreat God’s help and 
grace for them and for all Orthodox Christians ** so that we may sing: “Rejoice, O divinely-wise Sergius!”

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Kontakion for our Steadfast Protectress (Tone 6)

Steadfast Protectress of Christians, * constant Advocate before the Creator; * despise not the entreating cries 
of us sinners, * but in thy goodness come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. * Hasten to hear our 
petition and to intercede for us, ** O Theotokos, for thou dost always protect those who honor thee!
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Scripture Readings
Prokeimenon

Tone 4	 (for the Resurrection)

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all.  

v: Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great!

Tone 7	 (for St. Sergius)

v. Precious in the sight of the Lord / is the death of His saints. 

The Epistle Reading
Romans 10:1-10	 (for the Resurrection)

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record 
that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness 
of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses describeth 
the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. But the 
righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? 
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ 
again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that 
is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Galatians 5:22-6:2	 (for St. Sergius)

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking 
one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Alleluia
Tone 4	 (for the Resurrection)

v: Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth! 

v: For Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity. 

Tone 6	 (for St. Sergius)

V. Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.
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The Gospel Reading
Matthew 8:28-9:1	 (for the Resurrection)

At that time, when Jesus came to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met him, 
coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one would pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What 
have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd 
of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged him, “If you cast us out, 
send us away into the herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the 
swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. 
The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. 
And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their 
neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.

Luke 6:17-23	 (for St. Sergius)

At that time: Jesus stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of 
people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and 
to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all 
the crowd sought to touch him, for power came forth from him and healed them all. And he lifted 
up his eyes on His disciples, and said: “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God. 
Blessed are you that hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you that weep now, for you 
shall laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you and revile you, and cast 
out your name as evil, on account of the Son of man! Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, 
your reward is great in heaven.”

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
What Have We to Do with Thee?

Matthew 8:28-9:1
From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew 

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

28. And when He was come to the other side into the land of the Gergesenes, there met Him two 
possessed with demons, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that 
way. While the men in the boat were yet wondering what manner of man this was that even the winds and the 
sea obeyed Him, the demons come to proclaim the answer. Although Mark and Luke speak of one man who 
was possessed by a legion of demons (Mk. 5:9, Lk. 8:27), understand that this one man was one of the two 
mentioned by Matthew, evidently, the more notorious of the two. Jesus came alone towards them, since no 
one dared to bring them to Him, so fierce were they. They dwelt among the tombs because the demons wish 
to inspire the belief that the souls of those who have died become demons. Let no one believe this: for when 
the soul departs from a man, it does not wander about the earth. For the souls of the righteous are in the hand 
of God (Wis. of Sol. 3:1), and the souls of sinners are also led away, as was the soul of the rich man, Lazarus.

29. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of God? Art 
Thou come hither to torment us before the time? Behold, they proclaim Him to be the Son of God, 
but first they declare their enmity. The demons consider it torment to be prevented from harming men. 
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Understand the demons’ words, before the time, to mean that they thought that Christ, not enduring their 
great wickedness, would not wait for the time of their punishment. But this is not so; the demons are 
permitted to contend with us until the end of the world.

30-32. And there was a good way off from them a herd of many swine grazing. So 
the demons besought Him, saying, If Thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into 
the herd of swine. And He said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, 
they went into the herd of swine. The demons asked this so that they could drown 
the swine, and thus the owners would be grieved and would not welcome Christ. 
Christ granted the demons their request in order to show how great is their bitterness 
towards men, and that if they had the power, and were not prevented as they are by 
God, they would do worse things to us than they did to the swine. For God protects 
those possessed by demons so that they do not kill themselves.

32-34. And, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished 
in the waters. And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told everything, and 
what was befallen to those possessed of the demons. And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: 
and when they saw Him, they besought Him that He would depart out of their region. The inhabitants of 
the city begged Jesus to leave because they were grieved and thought that they would suffer something worse 
thereafter. You, O reader, learn that where there is swinish life, it is not Christ Who dwells there, but demons.

1-2. And He entered into a boat, and passed over, and came into His own city. And, behold, they brought 
to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed. His own city means Capernaum, for it was there that He was living. He 
was born in Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth, and lived for an extended length of time in Capernaum.

Israel
Romans 10:1-10

From The Explanation of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

10:1. Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. Paul is about 
to criticize the Jews, so he first ensures that they do not think he is saying these things out of malice: ‘’My desire, 
that is, ‘my will and my fond wish,’ and not only that, my prayer also is for you, not only that you be delivered 
from hell, but that you might be saved. How could I bear you ill will when I am praying for your salvation?’’

10:2-3. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they 
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. Paul seems to begin by praising them at first, 
but he is only softening them up. By saying, they have a zeal of God, but not according  to knowledge, he 
portrays them as deserving mercy rather than punishment. ‘’They have a zeal for the law given by God, bµt 
their zeal is not according to knowledge, since they refuse to acknowledge that this law has ceased working 
and come to an end.’’ He then goes on to expose their selfish ambition and desire for supremacy. ‘’Going 
about to establish their own righteousness (that is, ‘righteousness of the law, brought about by their own works 
and labors, which has failed and cannot stand’), they could not even establish that, and have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.” This is a mark of arrogance and a desire for control; it is foolish to 
seek to establish what cannot stand, and to wear yourself out on this in vain. The righteousness of God is by 
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faith; it does not require any efforts on our part, but is completely a gift from God.

10:4. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. Since Paul has 
declared the righteousness in the law is righteousness indeed, he adds this thought so that the believing 
Jews might not say, ‘’Then we have violated the law by forsaking this righteousness!’’ and also so that the 
unbelieving Jews might not say, ‘’If the righteousness in the law is righteousness indeed, then even if we have 
not fulfilled it yet, we may still fulfill it in the future.” Paul denies both of these claims: ‘’Christ is the end 
[telos] of the law. For what the law intended to do, but could not accomplish [teleioō], Christ has accomplished 
[teleioo]—the justification of man. So if you are a believing Jew, do not think that you have violated the 
law, but rather that you have seen the intent of the law accomplished [teleioō] in you through faith in Christ. 
Moreover, if you are a Jew who does not yet believe, do not hold out hope that your righteousness by the law 
will ever be accomplished [teleioō]. For Christ is the one who accomplishes [teleiōtēs] it. Thus, if your goal is to 
possess righteousness, then receive Christ through faith, and you will have everything.’’

10:5. For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. Paul supports his assertion that what the law could not accomplish, Christ 
fulfilled: ‘’Moses says that while a man can be justified by works, no one will be found to have fully achieved 
those works. So it is impossible to be justified in the law.”

10:6-9. But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall 
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. Now that you have heard that the works of the law cannot justify anyone, this is how 
we can be justified painlessly and easily in Christ: he requires you to believe in thine heart and confess with 
thy mouth. We must, however, further clarify the verse, Who shall ascend into heaven? Or, Who shall descend 

into the deep? The Apostle interprets this quotation from Moses by his 
great wisdom. For if we take Moses literally, he says: ‘’The commandment 
of God is before your very eyes, O Jew, and you do not need to ascend into 
heaven to find it, or descend into the deep to retrieve it. Nor do you need 
to cross the expanse of the sea. No, it is night thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in thy mind. For God has shown you everything through the law.” This is 
what Moses seems to be saying when taken literally. But the Apostle took 
this as referring to Christ: ‘’Do not doubt, or think in your mind, ‘How 
could Christ descend from heaven and become incarnate?’ Or, ‘How could 
he die and ascend back from the deep?’ God raised him up, so that you 
might believe more readily because of his authority to resurrect him. What 
could be easier than this, when you have your own salvation in thy mouth?’’ 
But Paul also shows that there are unbelieving thoughts opposing the faith, 
against which we must struggle valiantly, so that they might not think that 
just because this matter of faith is easy, it is contemptible. Say not in thine 
heart, that is, ‘’Do not have any doubtful thoughts at all.’’

10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. The heart needs the mouth What is the use of believing in your soul if you do not confess it 
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before other people? It is faith in the mind that justifies a person, but complete salvation, lies in confessing 
it. For then the faith shines forth and many more art helped by it. However, the mouth also needs the heart. 
For many art hypocrites who confess Christ with their mouth, but their hearts are far from him.*

* Isaiah 29:13; Matthew 15:8.

Uncovering of the relics of Venerable Sergius of Radonezh

St. Sergius of Radonezh is the patron saint of Russia, father of northern Russian t. Sergius of Radonezh is the patron saint of Russia, father of northern Russian 
monasticism, and founder of the Holy Trinity Lavra Monastery (see Sergiev Posad). monasticism, and founder of the Holy Trinity Lavra Monastery (see Sergiev Posad). 
Few people have had such a profound influence on Russian life as St. Sergius and his Few people have had such a profound influence on Russian life as St. Sergius and his 

monastery. He was a great mystic and ascetic, whose life spanned much of the 14th century, monastery. He was a great mystic and ascetic, whose life spanned much of the 14th century, 
at the time that Russia was occupied by the Mongol Tartars. Even as a child the future saint at the time that Russia was occupied by the Mongol Tartars. Even as a child the future saint 
was devoted to the Holy Trinity and sought the monastic life. After the repose of his parents, was devoted to the Holy Trinity and sought the monastic life. After the repose of his parents, 
in 1334 the 20-year-old youth went into the deep forest, about 45 miles northeast of Moscow, in 1334 the 20-year-old youth went into the deep forest, about 45 miles northeast of Moscow, 
to seek spiritual solitude as in a desert. He lived a very austere ascetic life, marked by extreme to seek spiritual solitude as in a desert. He lived a very austere ascetic life, marked by extreme 
poverty, hard physical labor, and profound humility and simplicity. After a few years of poverty, hard physical labor, and profound humility and simplicity. After a few years of 
solitude in the forest, disciples started to gather around him, and Russia was forever changed.solitude in the forest, disciples started to gather around him, and Russia was forever changed.
Through the labors of St. Sergius’ disciples, the northern forest wilderness blossomed with numerous 
monasteries, which were to play a very significant role in the subsequent life of Russia (and America). In 
St. Sergius’ great humility, he rejected all honors: only reluctantly did he accept ordination as priest and 
appointment as abbot of his own monastery; and he flatly refused to accept the office of Metropolitan 
of Moscow. The many spiritual gifts granted to him include powerful and effective prayer, clairvoyance, 
spiritual direction, and numerous visions. He reposed in 1392.

St. Sergius’ church, monastery and life’s work were dedicated to the Holy Trinity (icon to the right). The 
Holy Trinity expresses the unity between the three Persons of the One God, and hence, also symbolizes the 
spiritual vision of the restoration of all things to their original unity, including Russia. St. Sergius recognized 
that the Russian Church and the Russian people were united, and that unification of Russia lands was 
required for their mutual well-being. Thus, with St. Sergius’ spiritual guidance and blessing, the Grand 
Prince of Moscow, St. Dimitri Donskoi, united the fragmented Russian principalities under Moscow’s 
leadership, and in 1380, defeated the Mongol Tartars. As a result, Moscow became the center of Russian life, 
and St. Sergius and his Holy Trinity Monastery have been looked to for guidance and support ever since.

St. Sergius’ original wooden Holy Trinity Church burnt down and 
was replaced in 1422 by a white stone church (photo to the left), for 
which St. Andrei Rublev (see our Saints’ Lives article) did much of the 
iconographic work, including his most famous Holy Trinity icon (see 
previous icon). This icon is an eloquent expression and testimony to St. 
Sergius’ spiritual vision of the beauty of salvation.

In the process of building the stone church, St. Sergius’ relics were 
uncovered, and it was discovered that after 30 years, his relics remained 
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incorrupt. His relics were placed in a reliquary in his Holy Trinity Church on the right side of the solea, 
readily accessible for veneration (photo to the right). Ever since the discovery of his incorrupt relics, untold 
numbers of healings and other miracles have occurred. Every day, all day long, pilgrims come and venerate 
St. Sergius’ relics, and are profoundly touched by being in St. Sergius’ presence.

By Sister Ioanna, St. Innocent of Alaska Religious/Monastic Community, Redford, Michigan  
(https://stinnocentmonastery.org/lifeofstsergiusofradonezh)

Venerable Athanasius, founder of the Great Lavra and 
Coenobitic Monasticism on Mount Athos, and his six disciples

Nur venerable father Athanasius of Athos, also ur venerable father Athanasius of Athos, also Athanasius the AthoniteAthanasius the Athonite and  and 
Athanasios of Trebizond, was a monk who founded the monastic community Athanasios of Trebizond, was a monk who founded the monastic community 
on Mount Athos, which has since evolved into the greatest center of Orthodox on Mount Athos, which has since evolved into the greatest center of Orthodox 

Christian monasticism. His feast day is July 5.Christian monasticism. His feast day is July 5.
Born Abraham in Trebizond about the year 920, he was orphaned at an early age and was raised by a pious nun. 
After the death of his adoptive mother, Abraham was taken to Constantinople, to the court of the emperor 
Romanus the Elder. There, he was enrolled as a student under the renowned rhetorician Athanasius. Soon, he 
attained the mastery of skill of his teacher, and he himself became an instructor of youths. During his time 
in Constantinople, Abraham met St. Michael Maleinus, igumen of Kyminas Monastery. Abraham told St. 
Michael about his life and revealed to him his desire to become a monk. Michael recognizing in Abraham the 
Holy Spirit taught him much in questions of salvation. During their spiritual talks Michael was visited by his 
nephew, Nicephorus Phocas, a military officer who was to be a future emperor. Nicephorus became impressed 
with Abraham’s spirit, and for all his life Nikephoros regarded Abraham with reverent respect and love.

Consumed with zeal for the monastic life, Abraham left everything behind and went to the Kyminas 
Monastery. There, he fell down at the feet of Igumen Michael and begged to be received into the monastic 
life. Fulfilling Abraham’s request with joy, the igumen tonsured him with the name Athanasius. Later in 
958, having left Kyminas in search of a solitary place, Athanasius came to a place called Melanos, at the 
very extremity of Mount Athos, where he settled far from the other monastic dwellings. Here, he struggled, 
intending to leave after a year, when on the last day as he set to pray, a heavenly light suddenly shined 
upon him, filling him with an indescribable joy. All the thoughts of leaving dissipated and his eyes welled 
up, graced with tears. From that moment St. Athanasius received the gift of tenderness, and he became as 
strongly fond of the place of his solitude as he had formerly loathed it.

During this time Nicephorus Phocas, remembering his vow to become a monk, besought Athanasius to 
build a monastery. At first reluctant, Athanasius set about the building of the monastery. While having to 
defend the hermits and sketes from raids by the Muslim Saracens, and incorporating already established 
sketes in his community, he built what would eventually become known as the Great Lavra. This monastery 
was dedicated in 963. The monastery is still in use today and is often referred to by people of the area 
simply as “Lavra”, or “The Monastery”. Three other monasteries were also founded during the lifetime of 
Athanasius, those of Iviron, Esphigmenou, and Vatopedi.

Athanasius established at the monastery a cenobitic monastic Rule on the model of the old Palestinian 
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monasteries. Divine services were served with all strictness, and no one was so bold 
as to talk during the services, nor to come late or leave the church without necessity. 
Yet, Athanasius met with considerable opposition from the hermits already at Mount 
Athos during the construction of his monasteries. They resented his intrusion and 
attempts to bring order and discipline to their lives.

Upon the death of emperor Nicephorus in 969, the enemies of Athanasius prevailed, 
and he was forced to leave Athos for Cyprus. There he lived until the new emperor, 
John Tzimisces, resumed patronage of the Great Lavra and bestowed upon the 
monastery its first charter in 971.

Athanasius died about the year 1000, during an accident. He was killed by falling masonry when the cupola 
of new construction on his church collapsed. After his death, Athanasius was glorified as a saint.

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Athanasius_of_Athos

Statement by the OCA Synod of Bishops on the Occasion of 
the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America

As the United States of America marks the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary s the United States of America marks the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of its founding, we, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in of its founding, we, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in 
America, raise our hearts and voices in gratitude to God, the Giver of every good America, raise our hearts and voices in gratitude to God, the Giver of every good 

and perfect gift, Who in His inscrutable providence has planted His Holy Church in this and perfect gift, Who in His inscrutable providence has planted His Holy Church in this 
land and caused her to take root, grow, and flourish.land and caused her to take root, grow, and flourish.
We give thanks to Almighty God for the United States of America—a nation that has, by the grace of God, 
afforded its people the freedom to worship, to follow the way of Jesus Christ, and to bear witness to the Gospel 
without fear or compulsion. We do not take these gifts for granted. They are blessings of divine providence, 
entrusted to us as a sacred responsibility. The freedom to gather in our churches, to catechize our children in 
the Faith, to proclaim the Resurrection of Christ openly and without hindrance—these are gifts for which every 
generation must give thanks to God and remain worthy stewards.

While this statement is offered on the occasion of the United States’ particular milestone, we note with gratitude 
that the Orthodox Church in America spans the breadth of this continent. Our dioceses in Canada and Mexico 
share with us in this moment of thanksgiving, giving glory to God for the freedom to worship and to serve the 
peoples of North America in all their diversity. The blessing we celebrate belongs, in different measure and manner, 
to the whole Church on this continent.

We call upon the faithful of the Orthodox Church in America to celebrate this historic milestone with prayers of 
thanksgiving, offered in your parishes, your homes, and in the quiet of your hearts, for this land and for all who 
dwell in it.

Issued by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America at its 2026 Spring Session, in the two hundred and fiftieth year of the independence 
of the United States of America, and in the year of Our Lord two thousand and twenty-six.

The full text can be found at the OCA home page.  
https://www.oca.org/holy-synod/statements/holy-synod/statement-on-the-occasion-of-the-250th-anniversary-of-the-united-states-of-america




