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June 7th, 2026 • 1st Sunday after Pentecost • Sunday of All Saints
Martyrs Aesia and Susanna, (1st century); Virgin-martyr Potamiaena (193-211) and with her, 
martyrs: Plutarch, Serenus, Heraclides, Heron, Herais, Marcella, and Basilides, of Alexandria; 
Martyr Zenaida of Caesarea in Palestine, Wonderworker; Hieromartyr Theodotus of Ancyra, 

Bishop (303); Hieromartyr Marcellinus, Pope of Rome, and with him Martyrs Claudius, Cyrinus, 
and Antoninus (304); St. Marcellus, Pope of Rome, and with him the Martyrs (304-310): 

Deacons Sisinius and Cyriacus; Soldiers Smaragdus, Largus, Apronian, Saturninus, Pappias, and 
Maurus; Crescentian, Priscilla, Lucia, and Princess Artemia; Martyr Lycarion in Egypt; Martyrs 

John and Tarasios, by the sword; Martyrs Cyria, Kaleria, and Maria, of Caesarea in Palestine (4th 
century); St. Daniel of Scetis in Egypt (420); Saints Stephen and Anthimus of Constantinople, 

Priests, of the Fervent Ones (“the Ever-Vigilant”) (5th century); St. Sebastiani the Wonderworker; 
Ven. Anatolius the Sinaite; St. Colmán, Bishop of Dromore, Ireland (6th century); Ven. Vulphy, a 
priest and wonderworker (c. 643); Ven. Modwenna, the successor of St. Hilda of Whitby (c. 695 
or 699); Ven. Martyr Aventinus, a hermit martyred by the Saracens (732); St. Willibald, Bishop 

in Bavaria (c. 787); Ven. Deochar, a hermit in Germany (847); Martyrs Peter, Wallabonsus, 
Sabinian, Wistremundus, Habentius and Jeremiah, martyred for publicly denouncing 

Mohammed (851); Ven. Meriadoc, born in Wales, a hermit and later Bishop in Brittany (c. 886); 
St. Odo of Massay, Abbot in France (935-967); Ven. Anthony, monk of Kozhaezersk Monastery 
(1634); Ven. Anastasios Gordios, the “Teacher of the Nation”, in Greece (1729); Ven. Panagis 

Bassias, Priest of Cephalonia (1883 or 1888); St. Ioannicius (Rudniev), Metropolitan of Kiev and 
Galich (1900); New Hieromartyr Andronicus (Nikolsky), Archbishop of 
Perm (1918); New Hieromartyrs (1918):; Alexander Osetrov, Valentine 
Belov, Veniamin Lukanin, Viktor Nikiforov, Alexander Mahetov, Paul 
Anoshkin, Vladimir Belozerov, Ignatius Yakimov, Michael Denisov, 

Nicholas Onanyov, Paul Sokolov, Alexander Preobrazhensky, Nicholas 
Rozhdestvensky, Nicholas Konyukhov, Priests; New Hieromartyr Gregory 

Smirnov, Deacon; Martyrs Athanasius Zhulanov and Alexsander Zuev; 
New Hieromartyr Peter Kuznetsov, Priest (1919); Synaxis of the Saints of 
Ivanovo; Repose of Anthony Ivanovich, Fool-for-Christ of Valaam (1832); 

“Seven Arrows” Icon of the Mother of God



News & Announcements
•	 We welcome our visitors. Please join us for a potluck meal after 

Liturgy so you can get to know us. Communion is for Orthodox 
Christians who have fasted before Liturgy but everyone is welcome 
to the blessed bread an Altar Server will offer.

•	 Grant, O Lord, a prosperous and peaceful life, health, salvation, and 
furtherance in all good things to all Thy servants who are celebrating 
birthdays, namesdays and anniversaries, and preserve them for 
MANY YEARS!

•	•	 May God grant a blessed repose and Memory Eternal to the newly May God grant a blessed repose and Memory Eternal to the newly 
departed infant Vera, child of Sophia and Raphael Seide.departed infant Vera, child of Sophia and Raphael Seide.

•	•	 Tomorrow the Tomorrow the Apostles’ Fast Apostles’ Fast begins and continues until the Feast of begins and continues until the Feast of 
Sts. Peter and Paul, June 29th.Sts. Peter and Paul, June 29th.

This Week’s Fasting, Services and Scripture Readings
Mon., 6/8 Tues., 6/9 Wed., 6/10 Thurs., 6/11  Fri.,6/12 Sat., 6/13 Sun., 6/14

APOSTLES’ FASTAPOSTLES’ FAST
Divine Liturgy

10 a.m.

Great Vespers
4 p.m.

Brunch & 
Fellowship

Rom. 2:28-3:18 Rom. 4:4-12 Rom. 4:13-25 Rom. 5:10-16 Rom. 5:17-6:2 Rom. 3:19-26 Rom. 2:10-16

Matthew 6:31-
34, 7:9-11

Matthew 7:15-21 Matthew 7:21-23 Matthew 8:23-27 Matthew 9:14-17 Matthew 7:1-8 Matthew 4:18-23

Service times are subject to change. Please text Subdeacon Nicholas @ (256)  343-1141 or nmbailey@me.com.
You can also visit stlukeanniston.org for the latest schedule.

Visit us online for the most current news, 
schedule and much more.

https://stlukeanniston.org
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Divine LiturgyDivine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostomof St. John Chrysostom

Troparia/KontakiaTroparia/Kontakia
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 8)

Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! * Thou didst endure the three day burial * to free us 
from our sufferings! ** O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Troparion for the Sunday of All Saints (Tone 4)

As with fine porphyry and royal purple, * Thy Church has been adorned with Thy martyrs’ blood shed 
throughout all the world. * She cries to Thee, O Christ God: * “Send down Thy bounties on Thy people ** 
grant peace to Thy habitation and great mercy to our souls!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Kontakion for the Sunday of All Saints (Tone 8)

The universe offers Thee the God-bearing Martyrs * as the first fruits of creation, O Lord and Creator. * 
By their prayers keep Thy Church, Thy habitation, in abiding peace ** through the Theotokos, O most 
Merciful One!

Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings
Prokeimenon

Tone 8	 (for the Resurrection)

Pray and make your vows before the Lord, our God.

v: In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel!

Tone 4	 (for the Sunday of All Saints)

v. God is wonderful in His saints, the God of Israel.

The Epistle Reading
Hebrews 11:33-12:2	 (for the Sunday of All Saints)

Brethren, through faith the saints, subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to 
life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 
And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins 
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in 
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report 
through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
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should not be made perfect. Therefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

Alleluia
Tone 4	 (for the Sunday of All Saints)

v. The righteous cried and the Lord heard them and delivered them out of all their troubles.

v. Many are the afflictions of the righteous; the Lord will deliver them out of them all.

The Gospel Reading
Matt. 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30	 (for the Sunday of All Saints)

The Lord said to his disciples, “Every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny him before 
my Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 
he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me.” Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything and fol-
lowed you. What then shall we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and 
inherit eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the last first.”

Whosoever Shall Confess Me Before Men
1st Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

Ch. 10:32-33. Whosoever therefore shall confess in Me before men, him will I confess also before 
My Father Who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before 
My Father Who is in heaven. He exhorts them to bear witness even unto martyrdom. For belief only 
within one’s soul does not suffice; He desires also the belief confessed with the tongue. He did not say, 

“Whosoever shall confess Me,” but in me, that is, in My strength. For he who confesses does so aided by 
the grace which is from above. But as for him who denies, Christ did not say “in Me,” but whosoever 
shall deny Me, showing that he denies because he does not have the aid from above. Therefore everyone 
who confesses that Christ is God will find Christ giving confession of him to the Father, that he is a 
true servant. But those who deny will hear the words, “I do not know you.”

37. He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. Do you see when it is that we must hate our parents 
and children? When they want us to love them more than Christ. And why should I speak of father, 
mother, and children? Hear what is even greater than this:
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38. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me. Whoever, He 
says, does not renounce this present life and give himself over to shameful death, for this is what the 
cross signified to the ancients, is not worthy of Me. But since there are many who are crucified, such as 
robbers and thieves, He added, and followeth after Me, that is, live according to My laws.

Ch. 19:27. Then answered Peter and said unto Him, Behold, we have forsaken all and followed 
thee; what shall we have therefore? Even though it seems that Peter had not forsaken very much, as 
he was poor, understand that in actuality he, too, forsook much. For the fewer possessions we have, 
the greater the attachment. But Peter also rejected every worldly pleasure, even natural affection for his 
parents. For these passions war against the poor as well as the rich (1) What then does the Lord answer?

28. And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed Me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Surely they will not be seated? (2) Of course not, but 
He indicated by means of a throne the great honor they will enjoy. Will Judas also be seated? No; for 
Christ said, which have followed Me, that is, “followed Me to the end,” but Judas did not follow to the 
end. By a different interpretation, God often promises good things to those who are worthy. But if they 
should change and become unworthy, as Judas did, those good things are denied. Similarly with more 
menacing things, He often threatens but does not carry out the threat, because we have repented. By 
regeneration understand the resurrection of the dead at the Last Judgement.

29. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting 
life. So that no one would think that what was said applied only to the disciples, Christ broadened 
the promise to include everyone who does likewise. They will have, instead of family of the flesh, 
intimacy and brotherhood with God; instead of lands, Paradise; instead of houses of stone, the heavenly 
Jerusalem; instead of a mother, the venerable mothers in the Church; instead of a father, the priests; 
instead of a wife, all the faithful women, not in marriage—far from it!—but in affection and spiritual 
relation and compassionate care for them. The Lord does not bid us simply to separate from our 
families, but only when they impede our piety. In the same manner, He bids us to despise even our own 
life and body, but not with the result that we slay ourselves. See how good God is: He not only gives 
us these good things, but adds to them eternal life. You, then, O reader, hasten to sell your possessions 
and give to the poor. Possessions are, to the wrathful man, his anger; to the fornicator, his disposition 
for debauchery; to the resentful, his remembrance of wrongs. Sell these things and give them to the 
poor demons who are in want of every good thing. Return the passions to the creators of the passions, 
and then you will have treasure, which is Christ, in your heaven, that is, in your mind which has been 
exalted above this world. For he who becomes like the heavenly One has heaven within himself.

30. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. Christ is suggesting here the Jews and 
the Gentiles. For the Jews, who were first, became last, while the Gentiles, who were last, were put first.

1. Natural affection for one’s family becomes a passion when it is placed before love of God.

2. In the ancient world, the privilege to sit in the presence of others indicates a high office or rank such as that of a king or one 
representing him, or of the father in the presence of his children..
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A Cloud of Witnesses
Hebrews 11:33-12:2

From The Explanation of Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

11:32. And what shall I more say? Paul has finished speaking about the prostitute and imploring the 
Hebrews by comparison with personal qualities, and now for the sake of brevity he does not go through 
each one in detail, lest he seem insensitive. At the same time, though, he does not pass over them in 
silence, but only seems to omit them without really omitting them. And in that way he does not annoy 
his listener, and still builds the case with the examples he chooses. For the time would fail me to tell. 
What time? Perhaps all time? This is said (as we commonly call it) “hyperbolically”, or else he means “a 
reasonable amount of time for a letter.” Of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; 
of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets. Some question why Paul mentions Jephthae, Samson, 
and Barak here. What are you talking about? Should Paul include the prostitute and not these men? 
Do not talk to me about the rest of their lives, but rather consider whether they were conspicuous in 
the faith. Paul is not assessing their conduct, but demonstrating their faith.

11:33. Who through faith subdued kingdoms. Gideon’s men. Wrought righteousness. Who? Those 
same men, and also Samson. They defended their kin and countrymen against their enemies, showing 
love to their own people, and fighting back against the enemies that harmed them. This is the task of 
righteousness—to render to each according to his merit. Obtained promises. Such as David: the Lord 
swore to David, Of the fruit of thy body will I set a king upon thy throne.1 This was fulfilled sensibly with 
Solomon, but intelligibly with the Lord Jesus, the true Solomon, the “peaceful one”, “peace itself ” (the 
translation of Solomon is “peaceful”), Stopped the mouths of lions. Daniel and Samson.

11:34. Quenched the power2 of fire. The three children3 Paul does not say, quenched fire, but the 
more impressive, quenched the power of fire. For though it was stoked to a fever pitch, it still had no 
power against them to burn them. Escaped the edge of the sword. Also the three children, or we 
might rather say, Elijah, who escaped the sword of Jezebel, as well as David, who escaped the sword of 
Saul. Out of weakness were made strong. Both those who returned from Babylon, since they were no 
different from dead men’s bones, as Ezekiel was told,4 and also Hezekiah, who fell sick, but whose life 
was extended.5 Waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. This also fits with 
those who returned from Babylon, for the neighboring peoples had always envied them and attacked 
them especially at that time. But they trusted in God’s power, and prevailed in battle by faith. Most of 
all, however, it fits Samson.

11:35. Women received their dead raised to life again. The widow of Zarephath received her dead 
through Elijah,6 and the Shunemite woman received her dead through Elisha.7 And others were 
tortured. That is, “beheaded”, as was John,8 and James the son of Zebedee.9 Others take, tortured, to 
mean, “beaten with clubs.” Not accepting deliverance. That means, “They could have refrained from 
refuting those whom they refuted and been delivered from the punishments inflicted on them, but they 
refused.” That they might obtain a better resurrection. Better either means, “not like the children of 
the women who received their dead raised to life again,” or else it means, “better than the resurrection of 
the rest of mankind.” For the saints will be raised in splendor to meet the Lord in the clouds, which 
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Paul elsewhere refers to as resurrection in glory [exanastasis].10 And moreover, it is resurrection unto 
eternal life—the rest sill remain below, and the resurrection for them will be unto eternal punishment.

11:36. And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings. As when Elisha was mocked by 
the children, 11 or when Samson was mocked by the Philistines afer his eyes had been gouged out.12 
Moreover, many of the prophets were scourged, as were later Peter and John.13 Yea, moreover bonds 
and imprisonment. Jeremiah and Michaiah and the apostles after them.

11:37. They were stoned. Like Naboth?14 and Stephen after him.15 They were sawn asunder.16 One of 
those was Isaiah, who is said to have been sawn asunder by a wooden saw, so that his penalty might be 
the harsher and his punishment more painful. Were slain with the sword. “As was Michaiah, Zachariah, 
John, and James. Note how some escaped the edge of the sword by faith, while others were slain with the 
sword. So great a thing is faith and brings great things to pass, suffering great things and not considering 
it suffering at all. Why then do you lose heart when you have not yet even suffered anything like this?” 
They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins. The followers of Elijah were that austere. Now, 
the Hebrews did not yet have such high esteem for the apostles, so after mentioning them, Paul moves 
on to the glorious prophet who was assumed into heaven. The phrase, wandered about, refers to their 
persecution and nomadic lifestyle. A sheepskin is the “fleece of a sheep”. Being destitute. Such as Elijah 
and Elisha again (they were provided for by women).16 Afflicted, tormented. Jezebel greatly afflicted 
Elijah by persecution.

11:38. Of whom the world was not worthy. “You cannot claim that they suffered all this because 
they were sinners-they were such as were even more precious than the world.” Scripture understands 
the world to be both the population and creation itself; here it means both. “If you were to compare 
all of creation and all the people in it with them, you would not find anything worthy of them.” Here 
Paul rouses the Hebrews’ hearts so as not to seek anything in the world, for the world is not worthy of 
the saints. “It is an outrage against you to receive your reward here! You prove thereby that you are not 
worthy of anything. If all the world is not worthy of a single saint, why do you seek your portion here?” 
They wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. Such as Elijah and 
the prophets that Obadiah secretly provided for in a cave.17 “But not even in deserts were they allowed 
to dwell in security, but were driven even from there with fear, wandering in different places at different 
times. Nevertheless, they had faith that they would receive everlasting consolation from God, and so 
they endured these things.”

11:339. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise. 
“Why do you lose heart that you are still in the contest and have not yet received the reward? All the 
saints I have mentioned had already obtained a good report through faith that they had pleased God, but 
still they had not yet received the heavenly promises. They did receive some earthly promises (such as 
David, but that was not what they sought-rather, the heavenly promises, that is, the true promises.

11:40. God having provided some better thing for us, that 
they without us should not be made perfect. “Some better 
thing, meaning, ‘to honor us.’ God has decreed one time for 
coronation, that they without us should not seem to have an 
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advantage by being crowned first.” Paul does not say, “that they without us should not be crowned,” but, 
should not be made perfect. Thus, they will appear perfect on that day, now they have but the earnest of 
the prize. For where do they derive the power to help those who call upon them? Where do they receive 
their boldness to intercede? They will receive their perfection on that day. Is God then unjust toward 
them to make them wait for us to be crowned when they preceded us in the toil? No, they too count 
it dear to be made perfect together with the brothers. We are one body, and the body is better pleased 
when it is crowned all at once. God is a loving father, and he has different sons. Some returned early 
from the fields having done their labor, while others are still out there working. He has given those who 
labored first a foretaste, bidding them wait for their brothers to for the perfect feast. They, in turn, love 
their brothers and are glad to wait for them, that they might all rejoice together.

12:1. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses. Paul does 
not say, “a cloud of winesses hovering above us,” but, we are compassed about with a cloud of witnesses, 
meaning, “surrounding us on all sides.” Paul is not only referring to the witnesses of the New Testament, 
but also of the Old. For they too bore witness to the greatness of God, as did the three children, and 
Daniel, and all the prophets. He also does not say, “a multitude,” but, a cloud, in perfect keeping with 
the mesent subiect. The Hebrews were in the sweltering heat of tribulations, so “Remembering the 
witnesses surrounding you on all sides will refresh you like a cloud.” Let us lay aside every weight. That 
means, “the burden of carthly things and our cares for them.” “For they are nothing but meaningless 
weight. Why are you distressed to be rid of them?” And the sin which doth so easily beset us. Either 

“the sin which easily surrounds [periistēmi] us,” or, “which can easily suffer defeat [peristasis]” (for it is 
simple to overcome sin, if we so desire). Or else it means, “by which a person easily runs into trouble 
[peristaseis],” for there is nothing so dangerous as sin. And let us run with patience the race that is 
set before us. Paul does not say, “let us fight the fight,” or, “wrestle the match,” but rather the one to 
which he appeals is, run the race, which is the easiest of all. He also does not say, “let us add to the race,” 
but rather, “let us run this race with patience.” “Some must run with self-control, others must run with 
mercy, and still others must run with other virtues, but you must run with patience. That is what you 
require, as I have said earlier.”

12:2. Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. That means, “If we wish to learn to 
run with patience, let us look unto Christ, as those learning a trade look to their master. Even as he 
himself said: learn of me,18 and again, If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much 
more shall they call them of his household?19 and, The disciple is not above his master.20 What does author 
and finisher mean? It means, “He was the one who first implanted faith in us (Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you)21 and he will finish it for you, so that your faith might be perfect.” Who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame. “He could have avoided suffering 
and dying since he was sinless and not liable to death. He himself says as much: the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me.22 If he had not willed it, he would not have been crucified, as he also 
says: ‘I have power to lay down my life.23 Nevertheless, he endured the cross, meaning, ‘not merely death, 
but a scornful death,’ and despised the shame of such a death. Paul does not say, ‘despised the sorrow,’ for 
Christ did not endure it with sorrow.” And is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. Note 
how Paul commends the goal of endurance, as he does elsewhere as well: wherefore God also hath highly 
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exalted him (according to the flesh, that is),24 Hence, he is also able to recompense us for our sufferings 
on his behalf. The seat at the right hand refers to equality with God.

1. Psalm 131:11 [132:11]

2. KJV: violence. Theophylact seems to regard the word dynamis 
as a “capacity”, rather than “violence”.

3. Cf. Daniel 3.

4. Cf. Ezekiel 37:1-11.

5. 4 Kingdoms 20:1-11 [2 Kings 20:1-11]; Isaiah 38:1-18.

6. 3 Kingdoms 17:8-24 [1 Kings 17:8-24].

7. 4 Kingdoms 4:8-37 [2 Kings 4:8-37].

8. Cf. Matthew 14:10.

9. Cf. Acts 12:2

10. Cf. Phil. 3:11. In his commentary on that passage, 
Theophylact distinguishes between the general resurrection 
[anastasis} of all men indiscriminately, and the resurrection in 
glory [exanastasis] for the righteous.

11. Cf. 4 Kingdoms 2:23-24 [2 Kings 2:23-24}.

12. Cf. Judges 16:25.

13. Cf. Acts 7:58.

14. Cf. 3 Kingdoms 20:13 [1 Kings 21:13].

15. Cf. Acts 7:58.

16. Cf. 3 Kingdoms 17:18-24 [1 Kings 17:18-24]; 3 Kingdoms 
4:8-10 [2 Kings 4:8-10].

17. Cf. 3 Kingsdoms 18:4 [1 Kings 18:4].

18. Matthew 11:29.

19. Matthew 10:25.

20. Matthew 10:24.

21. John 15:16.

22. John 14:30.

23. Cf. John 10:18.

24. Phil. 2:9

Sunday of All Saints

The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those who are known he Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those who are known 
to us, and those who are known only to God. There have been saints at all times, and to us, and those who are known only to God. There have been saints at all times, and 
they have come from every corner of the earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, they have come from every corner of the earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, 

Hierarchs, Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected by the same Holy Spirit.Hierarchs, Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected by the same Holy Spirit.
The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above our fallen state and to attain sainthood, 
thereby fulfilling God’s directive to “be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). Therefore, it is 
fitting to commemorate All Saints on the first Sunday after Pentecost.

This feast may have originated at an early date, perhaps as a celebration of all martyrs, then it was broadened 
to include all men and women who had borne witness to Christ by their virtuous lives, even if they did not 
shed their blood for Him.

Saint Peter of Damascus, in his “Fourth Stage of Contemplation,” mentions five categories of saints: Apostles, 
Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, and Monastic Saints (Philokalia [in English] Vol. 3, p.131). He is actually 
quoting from the Octoechos, Tone 2 for Saturday Matins, kathisma after the first stichology.

Saint Nikodemus of the Holy Mountain (July 14) adds the Righteous to Saint Peter’s five categories. The 
list of Saint Nikodemus is found in his book The Fourteen Epistles of Saint Paul (Venice, 1819, p. 384) in 
his discussion of I Corinthians 12:28.

The hymnology for the feast of All Saints also lists six categories: “Rejoice, assembly of the Apostles, Prophets 
of the Lord, loyal choirs of the Martyrs, divine Hierarchs, Monastic Fathers, and the Righteous....”
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Some of the saints are described as Confessors, a category which does not appear in the above lists. Since 
they are similar in spirit to the martyrs, they are regarded as belonging to the category of Martyrs. They were 
not put to death as the Martyrs were, but they boldly confessed Christ and came close to being executed for 
their faith. Saint Maximus the Confessor (January 21) is such a saint.

The order of these six types of saints seems to be based on their importance to the Church. The Apostles are 
listed first, because they were the first to spread the Gospel throughout the world.

The Martyrs come next because of their example of courage in professing their faith before the enemies and 
persecutors of the Church, which encouraged other Christians to remain faithful to Christ even unto death.

Although they come first chronologically, the Prophets are listed after the Apostles and Martyrs. This is 
because the Old Testament Prophets saw only the shadows of things to come, whereas the Apostles and 
Martyrs experienced them firsthand. The New Testament also takes precedence over the Old Testament.

The holy Hierarchs comprise the fourth category. They are the leaders of their flocks, teaching them by their 
word and their example.

The Monastic Saints are those who withdrew from this world to live in monasteries, or in seclusion. They 
did not do this out of hatred for the world, but in order to devote themselves to unceasing prayer, and to do 
battle against the power of the demons. Although some people erroneously believe that monks and nuns are 
useless and unproductive, Saint John Climacus had a high regard for them: “Angels are a light for monks, 
and the monastic life is a light for all men” (LADDER, Step 26:31).

The last category, the Righteous, are those who attained holiness of life while living “in the world.” Examples 
include Abraham and his wife Sarah, Job, Saints Joachim and Anna, Saint Joseph the Betrothed, Saint 
Juliana of Lazarevo, and others.

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine Emperor 
Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His wife, the Holy Empress Theophano (December 16) lived in the world, 
but was not attached to worldly things. She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was generous to the 
monasteries. She was a true mother to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and consoling the 
sorrowful.

Even before the death of Saint Theophano in 893 or 894, her husband started to build a church, intending 
to dedicate it to Theophano, but she forbade him to do so. It was this emperor who decreed that the Sunday 
after Pentecost be dedicated to All Saints. Believing that his wife was one of the righteous, he knew that she 
would also be honored whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated.




