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May 31st, 2026 • Descent of the Holy Spirit • HOLY PENTECOST
Apostle Hermes, of the Seventy Apostles (1st century); 
Martyr Hermias of Comana (160); Martyr Magus (the 

Magician), who converted upon witnessing the martyrdom 
of Hermias (160); Martyr Philosophus at Alexandria (252); 
Martyrs Eusebios and Charalampos, in Nicomedia, by fire; 

Five Martyrs of Ashkelon, dragged to death; Saint Eustathius, 
Patriarch of Constantinople (1025); Virgin-martyr Petronilla, 
at Rome (1st or 3rd century); Martyr Crescentian, in Sassari 
in Sardinia (c. 130); Martyrs Cantius, Cantian, Cantianilla 

and Protus, in Aquileia (304); Saint Sylvius of Toulouse, Bishop of Lyon (c. 
400); Saint Lupicinus, Bishop of Verona, described as ‘the most holy, the best of 
bishops’ (5th century); Saint Paschasius, Deacon and Confessor in Rome, who 
is mentioned by Pope Gregory I (512); Saint Winnow, Mancus and Myrbad, 
Irish saints who lived in Cornwall where churches are dedicated to them (6th 

century); Saint Philotheus (Leschynsky) of Tobolsk, Metropolitan of Tobolsk and 
the “Apostle of Siberia” (1727); Hieromartyr Archpriest Philosophus (Ornatsky), 

with his sons Boris and Nicholas, in St. Petersburg (1918); Hieromartyrs 
Hierotheus (Afonin), Bishop of Nikolsk (1928), and Hieroschemamonk 

Seraphim (Nikolsky) (1923); First translation of the relics (1591) of Hieromartyr 
Philip II, Metropolitan of Moscow and all Russia (1569), to Solovki; Repose of 

Archimandrite Macarius of Peshnosha Monastery, disciple of Blessed Theodore of 
Sanaxar (1811); Finding of the relics (1960) of New Martyr Nicholas the Deacon, 

of Mytilene (1463)
The image on the previous page is of the descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. A detailed description of 

the icon can be found on our website,  www.stlukeanniston.org



News & Announcements
•	 We welcome our visitors. Please join us for a potluck meal after 

Liturgy so you can get to know us. Communion is for Orthodox 
Christians who have fasted before Liturgy but everyone is welcome 
to the blessed bread an Altar Server will offer.

•	 Grant, O Lord, a prosperous and peaceful life, health, salvation, and 
furtherance in all good things to all Thy servants who are celebrating 
birthdays, namesdays and anniversaries, and preserve them for 
MANY YEARS!

•	•	 Liturgy today will be followed by the Liturgy today will be followed by the Kneeling Prayers of PentecostKneeling Prayers of Pentecost. . 
We will kneel for the first timce since Pascha. These prayers are We will kneel for the first timce since Pascha. These prayers are 
powerful and beautiful.powerful and beautiful.

•	•	 The church is festively decorated with greenery for the The church is festively decorated with greenery for the Feast of Pentecost.Feast of Pentecost.
•	•	 This week is Fast-Free in anticipation of the Apostles Fast.This week is Fast-Free in anticipation of the Apostles Fast.

This Week’s Fasting, Services and Scripture Readings
Mon., 6/1 Tues., 6/2 Wed., 6/3 Thurs., 6/4  Fri.,6/5 Sat., 6/6 Sun., 6/7

Fast Free!Fast Free!
Divine Liturgy

10 a.m.

Great Vespers
4 p.m.

Brunch &  
Fellowship

Ephesians 
5:9-19

Romans 
1:1-7, 13-17

Romans 
1:18-27

Romans 
1:28-2:9

Romans 
2:14-29

Romans 
1:7-12

Hebrews 
11:33-12:2

Matthew 
18:10-20

Matthew 
4:25-5:13

Matthew 
5:20-26

Matthew 
5:27-32

Matthew 
5:33-41

Matthew 
5:42-48

Matt. 10:32-
33, 37-38, 
19:27-30

Service times are subject to change. Please text Subdeacon Nicholas @ (256)  343-1141 or nmbailey@me.com.
You can also visit stlukeanniston.org for the latest schedule.

Visit us online for the most current news, 
schedule and much more.

https://stlukeanniston.org
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Divine LiturgyDivine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostomof St. John Chrysostom

First Festal AntiphonFirst Festal Antiphon
The heavens are telling the glory of God;/ and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

Day to day pours forth speech,/ and night to night declares knowledge. Refrain.

Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth,/ and their words to the ends of the universe. Refrain.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. Refrain.

Second Festal AntiphonSecond Festal Antiphon
The Lord answer thee in the day of trouble;/ the Name of the God of Jacob protect thee!

Refrain: O Gracious Comforter, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

May He send thee help from the sanctuary/ and give thee support from Zion! Refrain.

May He remember all thine offerings/, and fulfill all thy plans! Refrain.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

“Only Begotten Son”“Only Begotten Son”

Third AntiphonThird Antiphon
In Thy strength the king rejoices, O Lord, and exults greatly in Thy salvation. 

Troparion of the Feast (Tone 8)

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, * Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise * by sending down 
upon them the Holy Spirit,* and through them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net.** O Lover of Man, 
glory to Thee!

Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not withheld the request of his lips. Troparion.

For Thou dost meet him with goodly blessings; Thou dost set a crown of fine gold upon his 
head. Troparion.

Be Thou exalted, O Lord, in Thy strength! We will sing and praise Thy power! 

Troparia/KontakiaTroparia/Kontakia
Troparion of the Feast (Tone 8)

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, * Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise * by sending down 
upon them the Holy Spirit,* and through them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net.** O Lover of Man, 
glory to Thee!
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Kontakion for the Feast (Tone 8)

When the Most High came down and confused the tongues, * He divided the nations; * but when He 
distributed the tongues of fire, He called all to unity. ** Therefore, with one voice we glorify the All-holy Spirit.

TrisagionTrisagion
(Instead of the Trisagion, we sing:)

As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia.

Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings
Prokeimenon

Tone 8	 (from the Pentecostarion)

Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, / and their words to the ends of the universe.

V. The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.

The Epistle Reading
Acts 2:1-11	 (from the Pentecostarion)

In those days when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And 
there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was 
noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak 
in his own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these 
which speak Galilæans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and 
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judæa, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 
Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.

Alleluia
Tone 1	 (from the Pentecostarion)

V. By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made; and all their host by the Spirit of His mouth. 

V. The Lord looked down from heaven, and saw all the sons of men.
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The Gospel Reading
John 7:37-52; 8:12	 (from the Pentecostarion)

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If any one thirst, let him 
come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart shall flow 
rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to 
receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is 
the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the Christ 
is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a divi-
sion among the people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

The officers then went back to the chief priest and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not 
bring him?” The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered 
them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? 
But this crowd, who do not know the law, are accursed.” Nikodemos, who had gone to him before, 
and who was one of them, said to them, “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hear-
ing and learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see 
that no prophet is to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the 
world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

TheotokionTheotokion
Tone 4	 (from the Pentecostarion)

Rejoice, O Queen, glory of mo-thers and vir - gins! * No tongue, however sweet or flu - ent * is eloquent enough to praise 
thee wor-thi-ly. * Ev’-ry mind is overawed by your child - bear-ing.***Therefore, with one voice, we glo-ri-fy you.

Holy Pentecost. Living Water
John 7:37-52; 8:12

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. John 
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

37–38. In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let 
him come unto Me, and drink. He that believeth in Me as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. The first day and the last day (the seventh day) of the feast were both called great, 
because the law refers to them as especially holy (κλητὴ ἁγία; see Lev. 23:35-36). In keeping with the law, 
the Evangelist also calls the last day great. It was fitting that Christ preached to the multitude on the final 
day, as if providing food for thought on their journey home. The middle days of the feast, when the people 
celebrated by eating and drinking, would not have been the right time to address them, for they would have 
paid little attention. Jesus cried out, first, to make Himself heard, and second, to show that He feared no one.

His words should be punctuated as follows: He that believeth on Me as the Scripture hath said (punctuate here, 
and begin again), out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. Because many people believed solely because 
of the miracles, the Lord states that one should believe because of the testimony of the Scriptures, not on 
account of miracles, and that right belief stems from knowledge of the Scriptures. This is why He says, “He 
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that believeth in Me as the Scripture hath said, that is, as the Scripture has testified concerning Me: that I am the 
Son of God, the Creator, the Lord of all and Saviour of the world.” Many thought they believed, but they did 
so in accordance with their own opinions, not with Scripture. This is typical of all heretics. Christ promised 
that rivers would flow from the belly of him who believed as the Scripture hath said. In Hebrew, the belly is 
used as a figurative expression for the heart. For example, David wrote, Thy law is in the midst of my bowels (Ps. 
39:11), meaning, “in my heart.” The Lord says that there shall flow, not a single river, but rivers of living water, 
indicating the abundance of the grace of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit acts in this manner: He enters the 
soul of a man and establishes Himself there, causing the soul to gush forth more abundantly than any spring. 
The eloquence of Peter, the fervor of Paul, and the wisdom of Stephen prove that rivers of divine grace indeed 
flow from the heart of the man who believes in accordance with the Scriptures. When these men spoke, no 
one could withstand them. Their preaching swept everyone along, like a mighty river in torrent.

39. But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe in Him should receive: for the Holy Spirit 
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  Here the Evangelist explains what are these rivers 
of living water: This spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe in Him should receive: for the Holy Spirit was 
not yet given. One might well ask, “How can the Evangelist say that the Spirit was not yet given? Did not the 
prophets prophesy and the Evangelists heal by the Spirit? If not by the Spirit, how did they do these things?” 
We answer that the prophets most assuredly gave utterance by the Spirit, but God held in check the power 
of that grace, which then departed from the earth. As a result, although the Spirit was active during the time 
of the prophets, when Christ walked the earth in the flesh, prophecy was no longer operative, because of the 
unworthiness of the people. Grace no longer overshadowed their temple and holy things. Since the divine 
energy of the Spirit was absent at this time, but was soon to be given (in full measure), the Evangelist says 
that the Holy Spirit was not yet given, meaning, was not active at that time among the Jews. Indeed, (before 
Pentecost) the apostles did not perform miracles by the Spirit, but by the power of the Lord. Note that 
the Evangelists state that the Lord gave His disciples authority and power (ἐξουσία) before sending them 
out. But the Evangelists make no mention of the Spirit (see Mt. 10:1; Mk. 3:15; Lk. 10:19). This indicates 
that, at that time, the disciples worked miracles, not by the Spirit, but by the authority and the name of 
the Lord. Only after rising from the tomb did Christ say to them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit (Jn. 20:22); 
and on Pentecost the Holy Spirit came upon them (see Acts 2). In another sense, even though the power of 
the Spirit had been present in the prophets, and in the apostles before the cross, yet it was not in the same 
manner as after the Ascension, when the Spirit was poured out superabundantly. Rightly does the Evangelist 
say, The Holy Spirit was not yet, meaning, in this sense, was not yet poured out as plentifully as would later 
be the case. The power of the Holy Spirit was present before the cross, but not in such abundance.

Because Jesus was not yet glorified. Here the Evangelist refers to the cross as “glory.” By the cross the Lord cast 
down the tyrant and gained dominion over him. Before the cross was fixed in the earth, neither had sin 
been annulled, nor had our nature—in Christ—conquered the world, nor had it been reconciled to God; 
therefore, the grace of the Spirit was not yet given in full abundance. Before a man can hope for a gift from 
an earthly king, he must first become the king’s friend. It was necessary that we first become God’s friends 
through the cross; then we could receive His gift. Thanks be to God Who has bestowed grace upon us in 
greater abundance than He did upon the prophets! The prophets possessed the grace of the Spirit, but could 
not bestow it on others. The apostles multiplied that grace ten thousandfold.

40–43. Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the prophet. 
Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not the Scripture said, 
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That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? So there was 
a division among the people because of Him. Although the rulers, burning with envy, continued to oppose the 
Lord fiercely, many of the people, confounded by the power of His speech, were won over and confessed that this is 
the prophet long awaited. Others—the more ignorant—said, This is the Christ, not understanding that the Christ 
and the prophet whom the Jews awaited were one and the same. Still others, who understood more but whose 
hearts were hardened, said, “Surely Christ shall not come out of Galilee … but out of Bethlehem … and of the seed 
of David.” They spoke cunningly, not guilelessly, as had Nathanael. As a man learned in the law and careful in 
its interpretation, Nathanael had wondered, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth (Jn. 1:46)? The Lord 
praised him for asking this question, which showed Nathanael’s keen knowledge of the law, and the absence in 
him of any deceit. But these Pharisees spoke craftily, saying that the Christ would not come from Galilee. In all 
likelihood they knew that Jesus was from Bethlehem, although He had been raised in Galilee. Spite drove them to 
conceal His birth in Bethlehem and pronounce Him to be a Galilean. But suppose they were indeed ignorant that 
He was from Bethlehem. They still had no reason to doubt that He was of the seed of David. Was it not obvious 
that Mary was of the lineage of David? Thus their deceit is unmistakable. There was a division among the people, 
but not among the rulers, who with one mind refused to accept Him as the Christ.

44–46. And some of them would have taken Him; but no man laid hands on Him. Then came the 
officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought Him? The 
officers answered, Never man spake like this man. Some of the Pharisees were less evil-minded and only 
argued against Christ. Others, more shameless, wanted to lay hands on Him, but were invisibly restrained 
by a divine power. Yet even this miracle did not soften their hearts. David spoke truly of these men when he 
said, They were rent asunder, yet not pricked at heart (Ps. 34:19). How do the officers who were sent to arrest 
Jesus answer the Pharisees’ question? Honestly and candidly. The Pharisees, who supposedly were wiser 
and more learned in the law and had witnessed the Lord’s miracles, raged against Him. Like brigands they 
snarled, Why have ye not brought Him? But the good-hearted officers, having witnessed no miracles, were 
won over by the Lord’s teaching alone. That it was Christ’s teaching—which is greater than any miracle—
that persuaded them is clear from their answer to the Pharisees. They did not say, “Never did a man work 
wonders like this man,” but rather, Never man spake like this man. How quick they were to grasp His words 
of salvation! One must admire not only their swift comprehension, but also their boldness. They neither 
cowered at the anger of the Pharisees, nor—being servants under orders—did they report what their rulers 
wanted to hear. Instead, they witnessed to the truth. Let all who are under authority imitate these men and 
not obey those who give unjust orders. Let them follow the example of Saul’s servants who disobeyed 
him when he gave an unlawful order to slay the priests of God (see I Kings 22:16-17).

47–51. Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers 
or of the Pharisees believed in Him? But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 
Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth 
our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth? The Pharisees 
attempt to soothe the servants, asking meekly, Are ye also deceived? They feared that these 
too in the end would break with them and follow Christ. So they employ flattery: “Are even 
you deceived, who are wiser than the others and have always stood by us, the masters of the law?” 
How flimsy is the argument they use to make their case: Have any of the rulers … believed in Him? 
In truth, it is not Christ Who deserves condemnation, but the unbelieving Pharisees. They call 
the multitude cursed for believing, while they themselves deserve a myriad of curses for their lack 
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of faith, and for leading others astray. Why does the Evangelist mention that Nicodemus came to Jesus by night, 
and was one of them? To prove the rulers to be liars when they suggested, Have any of the rulers . . . believed 
in Him? Here is one of their own who believed in Him—Nicodemus. What answer does Nicodemus make? 
Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him? He shows that the Pharisees neither knew the law, nor did what 
it prescribed, although they claimed to hold it in high regard. The law commanded that no one condemn a 
man without first judging him. By doing just that, the Pharisees obviously transgressed the law. The words, 
and know what he doeth, show that the law requires, not a perfunctory hearing, but a careful and meticulous 
study to determine what ought to be done. It certainly forbids that a verdict be reached without knowledge 
of the facts.

Ch. 7:52; 8:12. They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look, that out 
of Galilee ariseth no prophet. Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. Astutely rebuked by 
Nicodemus for acting in a manner contrary to the law, the Pharisees were at a loss and could manage only 
a crude, vicious—and completely illogical—reply: Art Thou also of Galilee? Nicodemus had said that it was 
not right to condemn a man without examination and trial. To answer this properly, it was necessary for the 
Pharisees to prove that they had acted in  accordance with the law: that they had first examined Jesus and 
only then sent officers to arrest him. Instead, they let slip this foolish non sequitur: Art Thou also of Galilee? 
Then they mock Nicodemus as ignorant: Search, and look, that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. By this they 
mean, “Since you apparently are ignorant of the fact, go and learn that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.” But 
consider what Nicodemus actually said. He was not claiming that Jesus was a prophet; he merely stated that 
it was not right to condemn a man without a trial. How then can the Pharisees give such an answer?

After this Christ responds to the many people throughout Galilee who were talking about Him and 
wondering if He were one of the prophets: “I am the light, light Itself. My light is not that of a prophet, 
which is finite. I am the true light of the world, uncircumscribed by the boundaries of Galilee or Palestine. 
I am the Master of all men, of Whom the prophet wrote, I have given Thee … for  a light of the Gentiles (Is. 
42:6).” These words refute the heresy of Nestorius. The Lord said, I am the light of the world, not, “In Me is 
the light of the world.” He Who appears as man is also the Son of God and the light of the world. The Son 
of God did not, as Nestorius claimed in his delusion, dwell in the body of a mere human. God forbid! The 
Son of Mary was also the Son of God. Then Jesus continues, He that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, 
which means, “shall not live in delusion, but shall be delivered from deception and darkness.” With this 
Christ also praises Nicodemus and the officers for their bold truthfulness, which enables them to share in the 
light. By the same token, He implies that the deluded Pharisees, secretly hatching their plots, are in darkness.

The Descent of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:1-11

From The Explanation of the Acts of the Apostles
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

2:1-4. And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
there came from heaven a sound, as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which were divided and rested on each one 
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them to speak. Why, when the day of Pentecost was fulfilled? Because it was the time to put the 
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sickle to the harvest, the time to gather the crops. Similarly, the sickle of 
the Word needed to be applied, and like a sharp sickle, the Holy Spirit 
descended. Christ Himself said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers 
are few,” and elsewhere, “Look at the fields, for they are white and ready for 
harvest.” Christ was the first to offer the firstfruits, the first to use the sickle. 
Why again on the day of Pentecost? Because it was another feast day, and 
it was fitting that those who had witnessed the crucifixion of Christ should 
also witness this event. “Tongues as of fire, which were divided.” Since 
Christ, by His voluntary suffering in the flesh, had died and risen from 
the dead, He raised us up together with Him-those of us who, through sin, 
were as though dead and destined for death-and overthrew the dominion 
of the devil. Therefore, up to Pentecost, while praying, we do not kneel in 
opposition to our enemies, but we sing: “They were ensnared and fell, but 
we were raised and stood upright.” But after the Holy Spirit appeared to us 
in tongues of fire, we kneel, unable to endure the vision, signifying that through the Spirit we have learned the 
perfect adoration of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit as the Giver of the New Law: The coming of the Holy Spirit 
on Pentecost happened for this reason: In the Old Testament, the law was given on Pentecost. Thus, the day 
the law was given on tablets of stone was the same day the grace of the Holy Spirit was to be given, writing the 
new law on the hearts of believers. On Pentecost, the people received the law at Mount Sinai. Counting from 
the fourteenth day of the first month, when the Israelites left Egypt, celebrated the Passover, and ate unleavened 
bread, there are fifty days leading to the third month. On the fiftieth day, the Lord said to Moses, “Descend and 
sanctify the people today and tomorrow,” and “on the third day, the Lord will appear on Mount Sinai.” Thus, 
on the same day the old law was given, the grace of the Spirit was to be given. Just as Christs Passion coincided 
with the Passover, fulfilling its foreshadowing, so too did the Spirits coming coincide with the giving of the 
law, showing that the Spirit both gave the law then and now gives the new law. The Offering of the Firstfruits: 
In the Old Testament, on Pentecost, the offering of the firstfruits of the new harvest was made to God. This 
prefigured the gathering of souls from all nations into one Sheaf of piety through apostolic preaching. Signs 
and Manifestations: The Spirits descent was accompanied by perceptible signs to counter skepticism. If, even 
with these signs, they said, “They are full of new wine,” what would they have said without them? The sound 
came from heaven, suddenly and like a rushing wind, to awaken and astonish them. The Spirit filled the entire 
house, showing that the gift was given not to individuals but to the whole body of the Church. The divided 
tongues of fire signified the same power emanating from the Holy Spirit. The Spirit appeared not as mere 
wind or fire but in forms perceivable to show that it was the Holy Spirit, not a natural phenomenon. “Sat 
upon each of them.” This signifies stability and permanence, as the Spirit rested and remained with them. The 
Spirit descended not only on the twelve apostles but on all present, about 120 in number. Peters reference to 
the prophecy, “I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh,” confirms this. Why tongues of fire? To show the Spirits 
nature is the same as that which appeared to Moses in the burning bush. The tongues rested on their heads 
to signify that the Spirit fills the whole person, beginning with the head, which signifies the role of teacher. 
This was a sign of ordination, as the Spirit designated the apostles as teachers of the world. The tongue, as the 
instrument of speech, represents their mission to preach. Speaking in different tongues: This gift was given first 
so the apostles could preach to all nations. Just as the one language at the Tower of Babel was divided, now the 
many languages of the world were united in the apostles. They spoke all languages simultaneously, as the Spirit 
enabled them. They did not speak on their own but were moved by the Spirit, proclaiming the truths about 
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Christ foretold by the prophets.

2:5-6. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And 
when this sound was heard, the multitude came together and was confused, because each one heard 
them speaking in his own language. “Devout men.” The fact that they had left their homeland to dwell 
in Jerusalem was itself a sign of their devotion, especially since they had come from diverse nations, leaving 
behind their homes, relatives, friends, and close kin. They made Jerusalem their home, demonstrating their 
commitment to their faith. “From every nation.” This expression is used instead of “from many nations.” 
Scripture often uses “all” to mean “many” in an emphatic or hyperbolic sense. For instance, “I will pour Out 
My Spirit on all flesh,” “All seek their own, not the things of Jesus Christ,” and “There is none righteous, no, 
not one.” Such universal terms often indicate a significant number rather than literal totality. “When this 
was noised abroad, the multitude came together and was confounded.” That is, they were astonished and 
amazed. The event that had occurred within the house attracted the crowd, which gathered outside upon 
hearing the commotion. “Because each one heard them speaking in his own language.” They knew the 
apostles were Galileans, especially as the apostles were the ones most prominently in view. Yet the apostles 
spoke in numerous languages. The crowd’s confusion was understandable, as they feared the apostles might 
bring trouble upon them for their reckless crime against Christ. Their consciences troubled them, shaking 
their spirits, as if the bloodshed remained on their hands, and everything terrified them. However, this 
reaction strengthened the apostles, as they learned from the listeners that their gift was indeed miraculous. 
For example, when something was spoken in Parthian, the apostles themselves did not understand it but 
were informed of its meaning by the listeners. The nations and the miraculous sign. The nations mentioned 
included those hostile and opposed to them-Cretans, Arabs, and others. This was a sign that they would 
eventually be victorious over all nations. Many of those present were captives. Testimony, therefore, came 
from all quarters-from citizens, foreigners, and proselytes (those who had converted to Judaism).

2:7-13. And they were all amazed and astonished, saying to one another, Behold, are not all those who 
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own language in which we were born? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and those who dwell in Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, 
Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own 
languages the mighty works of God. And they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine. Everywhere virtue is 
accompanied by malice. Some marvelled, while others mocked and ridiculed. Truly, those who marvelled 
were devout. They dwelled in Jerusalem to fulfill the law’s prescription to appear in the temple three times a 
year. “They are filled with new wine.” Consider the foolishness of their claim. 
The season was not suitable for new wine, as it was Pentecost, and it was the 
third hour of the day. Malice, however, spares no opportunity. What is worse, 
while Jews, Romans, proselytes, and others from nearly all nations marvelled 
at hearing the apostles speak in their own languages, some still mocked and 
ridiculed. Did the mockers understand the languages spoken by the apostles? 
If they did not, how could they accuse them of drunkenness? If they did, 
how could they confidently attribute such miraculous speech to intoxication 
when others who understood the languages could refute them? One might 
debate this, but I argue the opposite: if the mockers did not understand, their 



accusation of drunkenness did not detract from the miracle. Why would anyone slander something that 
does not affect them? Luke uses the term “mocking,” implying calumniators who understood but did not 
approve of what was being said. The apostles declared the mighty works of God. Those who understood 
attributed it to drunkenness out of great malice and cruelty. It is common for the multitude, when they do 
not approve of what is said, to attribute it to madness, possession, or drunkenness, even if the speaker speaks 
rightly. The mockers went so far as to claim drunkenness, even though they heard the words in their own 
languages and assumed others, who did not understand, would not perceive the miracle. Similarly, when the 
Lord cast out demons, His detractors, seeing and understanding the miracles, attributed them to Beelzebub. 
In the same way, despite the miraculous and unexpected gift of tongues, they audaciously maligned the 
miracle by claiming drunkenness. Observe their malice: it was absurd and improbable to claim drunkenness 
at such an hour, especially of men known to be in fear and danger. Yet malice seeks any excuse to speak, 
regardless of reason. Their claim, though veiled and subtle, was full of madness and folly, refuted by both the 
season and the hour. On Pentecost, where is new wine? Furthermore, does drunkenness grant the ability to 
speak multiple languages, or does it corrupt speech altogether? Consider God’s plan: if not for the mockery, 
the Jews would have refused to enter and listen. God allowed the mockery to draw many together.

Pentecost Sunday

Today in the Orthodox Christian Faith we celebrate the Great Feast of Pentecost.
In the Old Testament, the Feast of Pentecost was one of the Major Feasts of the Jews, 
where it was referred to as the Feast of Weeks, a harvest festival celebrated 50 days after 

Passover. Literally, Pentecost means the 50th day, for it was a feast of joy and thanksgiving 
for God’s protection and His provisions.
It was on the feast of Pentecost that Almighty God gave humanity the gift of the spirit, the pledge of a new 
Promised Land: God’s coming kingdom. When He had completed His mission on earth, the risen Christ 
charged His followers to remain in Jerusalem, where they would receive the gift of the Father which He told 
them about.

Christ told them that in a few days they would be baptised with the Holy Spirit, and that, “you will be filled 
with power and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth”.

This feastday thus celebrates the Lord’s bestowal of the Spirit upon His Church. 
Pentecost is also a feast of the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit, one God in Three Persons, existing eternally and working 
together for the salvation of the world.

For as the hymn of Great Vespers for this day sings, “Come people, let us 
worship God in Three Persons, the Son who abides in the Father together 
with the Holy Spirit… one Power, one Essence, one God, whom we worship 
saying Holy God…Holy Mighty…Holy Immortal Comforter and Spirit, who 
proceeds from the Father and rests in the Son, Holy Trinity, glory to you”!

https://www.sthermansoca.org/spirituality/pentecost-2025/


