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SAINITS OF THE DAY

Sunday, April 19',2026 - Antipascha
Sunday of Thomas

Martyrs Theodore of Perge in Pamphylia, his mother Philippa, and Dioscorus,
Socrates, and Dionysius (c. 138-161); Hieromartyr Paphnutius of Jerusalem and 546
companions martyred with him (284-305); Martyrs Hermogenes, Caius, Expeditus,

Aristonicus, Rufus and Galatas, at Melitine, in Armenia; Martyrs Christopher,
Theonas, and Antoninus, at Nicomedia (303); Saint George the Confessor, Bishop of

Antioch in Pisidia, Confessor of the Faith (c. 741-775); Venerable John of the Ancient
Caves (John Paleolavrite) in Palestine (8th century); Saint Tryphon of Constantinople,
Patriarch of Constantinople (931); St. Nicephorus, Abbot of Katabad; Saint Vincent
of Collioure, a martyr in Collioure in Languedoc in the south of France, under
Diocletian (c. 304); Saint Crescentius, confessor, a subdeacon in Florence in Italy
and a disciple of St Zenobius and St Ambrose (c. 396); Saint Ursmar, missionary
bishop, founder of Aulne Abbey and Wallers Abbey (713); Saint Gerold, hermit at
a village near Mitternach (978); Hieromartyr Alphege of Canterbury, Archbishop
of Canterbury (1012); Venerable Symeon the Barefoot, of Philotheou Monastery,
Mount Athos (1594); Venerable Joasaph (Bolotov) of Kodiak, Enlightener of Alaska
and the American land (1799); New Monk-martyr Agathangelus of Esphigmenou
Monastery, Mt. Athos, at Smyrna (1819); Venerable
Sebastian the Confessor of Optina and Karaganda (Elder
Sebastian of Optina), Wonderworker and Clairvoyant,
last of the great Optina Elders (1966); New Hiero-
confessor Victor (Ostrovidov), Bishop of Glazov (1934);
New Hieromartyr Demetrius Vlasenkov, Priest of Alma-Ata
(1942); Other commemorations; Icon of the Most Holy
Mother of God “Chrysafitissis” in Monemvasia; Translation
of the relics of Saint Moses the Wonderworker, Archbishop
of Novgorod (1362); Uncovering of the relics (1621) of St.
Joachim, founder of Opochka Monastery in Pskov (c. 1550);

Repose of Fool-for-Christ Asenetha (Klementyeva) of Goritsy (1892); Repose of
Hieroschemamonk and Schema-Metropolitan Alexis of Valaam (1900).

A detailed description of the cover icon can be found on our website,
www.stlukeanniston.org
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TIEWS &, ANNOUNCEMETS
vist is Risen!

¢ We welcome our visitor$, Please join us for a potluck meal after Liturgy so
you can get to know us. Communion is for prepared Orthodox Christians but
everyone is welcome to the blessed bread an Altar Server will offer.

Grant, O Lord, a prosperous and peacefullife, health, salvation, and furtherance
in all good things to all Thy servants who are celebrating birthdays, namesdays
and anniversaries, and preserve them for MANY YEARS!

We had a beautiful Holy Week and Pascha. Thank you to
everyone who attended and helped. Everyone’s assistance
and presence were invaluable.

If you are interested in classes and the catechumenate please
scan the QR code and leave your contact information.

This Week’s Fasting, Services and Scripture Readings

Mon., 4/20 | Tues.,4/21 | Wed., 4/22 | Thurs., 4/23 Fri., 4/24 Sat., 4/25 Sun.,4/26

Divine Liturgy
10a.m.

Great Vespers Brunch &
4 p.m. Fellowship

Acts3:19-26 I YLELN Acts4:13-22 m Acts 5:1-11 m Acts 6:1-7

John 2:1-11 John 5:17-24 8L LB EP A John 6:14-27 Mark
15:43-16:8

Service times are subject to change. Please check with Subdeacon Nicholas (256) 343-1141 or
nmbailey@me.com, or visit stlukeanniston.org for the most up-to-date schedule.




Divine Lituy

{. Joon .co.cfom
Priest: “Blessed is the Kingdom...
Choir: “Amen.”
Priest: “Christ is risen... “ (212 times)
Choir: “and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”
(The Divine Liturgy is begun in this manner until the Leavetaking of Pascha.)

Troparia/Kontakia

Troparion of the Pentecostarion (Tone 7)

From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O Life! * Through closed doors Thou didst come to Thy
Disciples, O Christ God. * Renew in us through them an upright spirit, ** by the greatness of Thy mercy,
O Resurrection of all!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Kontakion of the Pentecostarion (Tone 8)

Thomas touched Thy life-giving side with an eager hand, O Christ God, * when Thou camest to Thine

1”

Apostles through closed doors. ** He cried out with all: “Thou art my Lord and my God!
Scripture Readings

Prokeimenon

Tone 3 (from the Pentecostarion)
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power, / His understanding is beyond measure.

V. Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God!

The Epistle Reading
Acts 5:12-20 (from the Pentecostarion)

In Those Days, by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and
they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but
the people magnified them. And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and
women.) Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that
at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude
out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean
spirits: and they were healed every one. Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which
is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, And laid their hands on the apostles, and put
them in the common prison. But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them
forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.
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Alleluia

Tone 8 (from the Pentecostarion)
V. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!

V. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth

The Gospel Reading
John 20:19-31 (from the Pentecostarion)

The Lord said: Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were
shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to
them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,
and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again inside,
and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to
you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand
here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said
to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” And truly Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

Theotokion

(from the Pentecostarion)

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: * “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice, ** thy Son is risen
from His three days in the tomb!

With Himself He has raised all the dead.” * Rejoice, O ye people! * Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! * The
glory of the Lord has shone on thee. * Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! * Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, *
in the Resurrection of thy Son!

Priest: “In the fear of God...”
Choir: “Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord... «
Priest: “O God, save Thy people...
Choir: “Christ is risen from the dead... “ (sung once, instead of “We have seen the True Light...)
Priest: “Always, now and ever...” Choir: “Let our mouths be filled...”
At the Dismissal, the Priest says: “Glory to Thee, O Christ...” and the choir sings “Christ is risen from the
dead...” (thrice).

After the Dismissal: “And unto us He has given eternal life. Let us worship His Resurrection on the third day!”
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The Second Sunday of Pascha. Thomas Sunday

John 20:19-31
From 7he Explanation of the Gospel of St. John
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria
19-23. Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He showed unto them His hands and His side.
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto
you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when He had said this, He breathed on them,
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

When Mary Magdalene brought her news to the disciples, it is likely that they reacted in one of two ways:
either they did not believe her, or, if they did, they were crestfallen because they were not deemed worthy to
see Christ. Meanwhile, fear of the Jews was increasing the disciples’ longing to see the only One Who could
relieve their anxiety. And so the Lord appeared to them that very evening, when all of them were gathered
together. It is written that He appeared when the doors were shut, meaning, He entered through locked doors.
This was to show that He had risen in the very same manner, while the entrance to the tomb was shut with a
stone. One would think they might have taken Him for a ghost, but Mary Magdalene’s testimony had greatly
strengthened their faith. Also, He manifested Himself in such a way as to calm their tumultuous thoughts:
Peace be unto you, He said gently, meaning, “Be not afraid.” This was to remind them of what He had told
them before the crucifixion: My peace I give unto you (Jn. 14:27). Then were the disciples glad, when they
saw the Lord. This, too, He had foretold before His death: I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice (Jn.
16:22). It was well that He should say to them again, Peace, for the disciples were now engaged in desperate
struggle with the Jews. As He had said, Rejoice! to the women (Mt. 28:9), because sorrows were their lot, so
He grants peace to the disciples, who were now, and would always be, at war with the Jews.

It is fitting that He grants joy to the women, condemned to bear children in pain and suffering; and peace to
the men, on account of the warfare that would engulf them for preaching the Gospel. At the same time He
reveals that the cross has ushered in peace: “The cross has brought peace: now I send you forth to proclaim it.”
To strengthen and embolden the disciples, He declares, “As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. It
is My work you have undertaken, so do it boldly: I will be with you.” Behold the authority of his command:
“It is I Who sends you (Eyw TéuTTw UPEG).” No longer does He condescend to the limitations of their
understanding, saying as He often did before the resurrection, “I will ask My Father and He will send you.”
Now He breathes on them and gives them the Holy Spirit—but not the entirety of the gift He would bestow
at Pentecost. Receive ye the Holy Spirit, means, “Let this partial bestowal of grace make you ready to receive
later the fullness of the Holy Spirit.” The words, Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them,
indicate the particular gift He gives the disciples now: power to forgive sins. Later, on Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit Himself would descend in all His might, lavishing upon the apostles every spiritual gift and power to
work wondrous deeds, such as raising the dead.

It is worth considering why John records only that Christ appeared to His disciples in Jerusalem, while
Matthew and Mark say that He promised to appear to them in Galilee (see Mt. 26:32; Mk. 14:28). Some
have explained it this way: “Christ never said He would appear to the disciples only in Galilee, and not in
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Jerusalem. In Jerusalem, He appeared to the twelve, whereas in Galilee, He appeared to all His disciples, in
accordance with His promise. The fact that He showed Himself many times to the twelve indicates that
He honored them more highly than the others.” From this we again see that there are no irreconcilable
disagreements between the accounts of the Evangelists. There were many appearances of the Lord after His
resurrection, and each Evangelist selected certain ones to record. When two Evangelists describe the same
event, the second usually tells what the first has omitted. And now, O reader, reflect upon the divine rank of
the priesthood. The power to forgive sins is a divine power; hence, we must show honor to the priests as to
God. Even if they are unworthy, they are still ministers of divine gifts, and grace empowers them (Evepyel
OI'alT@V) just as it empowered Balaam’s ass, enabling it to speak (see Num. 22:28-30). Human frailty does
not hinder the working of grace. Therefore, since grace is bestowed through the priests, let us honor them.

24-29. But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other
disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see
in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand
into His side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with
them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then
saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand and
thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto Him,
My Lord and My God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed:
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Thomas ... was not with the disciples, perhaps because he had not yet returned from where he was hiding
after the disciples had scattered. Elsewhere, we learned that the Hebrew name “Cephas” means “Rock”
(METpOg, see Jn. 1:42); here we are told that “Thomas” means “Twin” (AidUpHOG). The Evangelist provides
the meaning of the name here to indicate that Thomas was prone to be of two minds—a doubter by nature.
He doubted the news brought to him by the others, not because he thought they were liars, but because he
considered it impossible for a man to rise from the dead. And his doubt made him excessively inquisitive.
Gullibility is a sign of light-mindedness; but stubborn resistance to truth is a sure indication of thick-
headedness. Thomas would not even trust his eyes, but demanded proof by touch, the least discriminating
of the senses: except I shall ... thrust my hand into His side. How did Thomas know there were wounds
in Christ’s hands and side? Because the other disciples had told him. And why does the Lord wait eight
days before appearing to him? To allow time for each of Thomas’ fellow disciples to tell him what they
had witnessed. Hearing the same story from each one individually made him more willing to believe, and
increased his desire to see the Lord. In order to show that He was invisibly present eight days earlier, when
Thomas had expressed disbelief, the Lord does not wait for Thomas to speak. Instead, He straightway
proposes exactly what Thomas desired, quoting his very words.

First He rebukes Thomas, saying, Reach hither thy hand; then
He admonishes him: and be not faithless, but believing. From
this it is clear that Thomas’ doubt was caused by lack of faith, and
not because he was careful to verify the facts (as some say, wishing
to put him in better light). But as soon as Thomas touched the
Lord’s side, he was revealed as a superb theologian, proclaiming
the two natures and single hypostasis of the one Christ. Thomas
refers to the human nature of Christ, calling Him Lord; for the
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term “Lord” (KUpPI0G) is applied not just to God, but to men as well. (Thinking that Jesus was the gardener,
Mary Magdalene had said to Him, Sir (KUpig), if thou have borne Him hence... (v. 15). But when Thomas
cries out, ...and My God, he confesses Christ’s divine essence, and affirms that the names Lord and Godrefer
to one and the same Person. By declaring blessed those who have not seen, and yet have believed, the
Lord teaches us that faith means the acceptance of things not seen. He is referring, first to the disciples
who believed without touching His side or the print of the nails, and second to those who would later
believe (without any physical confirmation). He is not depriving Thomas of his share of blessedness, but
encouraging all who have not seen. There was a common saying, “Blessed are the eyes that have seen the
Lord.” Christ, however, praises those who will believe without seeing, declaring them to be truly blessed.

A question arises: how can an incorruptible body display the mark of nails and be touched by human hands?
The answer is that such things are possible as part of the divine economia: they are manifestations of God’s
condescension and love for man. By entering the room when the doors were shut, Christ makes it absolutely
clear that after the resurrection His body is altered: it is now light and subtle, free of all material coarseness.
But to confirm that it is indeed their Lord and Master Who has appeared to them, He permits His resurrected
body, bearing the wounds of the crucifixion, to be touched. For the same reason, when He walked on the water
before the Passion (see Mk. 6:48]), His body was unchanged from when He was walking about on land, and
this reassured the disciples. But though He allows His resurrected body to be touched, it is now impassible and
incorruptible. When Christ eats now with the disciples, it is no longer to satisfy any physical demands of His
body (for there were none). Food once eaten is altered in the stomach and passes out into the drain (see Mt.
15:17). But it was not so with Christ after the resurrection. The food He ate during that time was consumed
by an invisible, divine power. His only purpose in eating was to confirm the reality of His resurrection, and He
permitted His incorruptible body to bear the mark of nails, and to be handled, for the same reason. Do you see,
O reader, how, in order to save one doubting soul, the Lord did not spare His own dignity, but condescended
to bare His side? Neither should we despise even the least of our brethren.

30-31. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through His name.

To what other signs is the Evangelist referring? To those that Jesus did after the resurrection, and not those
before His crucifixion, as one might suppose. The Evangelist is speaking about the signs which Jesus did in the
presence of His disciples only. The miracles before the Passion were performed in the presence of the multitude
and revealed Jesus to all as the Son of God. The miracles after the resurrection were performed while He was
alone with the disciples during the forty days: their purpose was to convince them that He was still the Son of
man, with a human body, albeit one now incorruptible, more Godlike, and no longer subject to the laws of the
flesh. Of the many miracles after the resurrection, only these are written. They are not described ostentatiously,
to vaunt the glory of the Only-begotten, but simply, as the Evangelist says—that ye might believe. So what is
the profit here, and to whom does it accrue? Certainly not to Christ, for what does He gain by our belief? It
is we who gain. The Evangelist himself tells us that he wrote so that believing ye might have life through Jesus’
name. When we believe that Jesus rose from dead and lives, we win for ourselves eternal life. He arose, and is
alive, for our sake. But whoever imagines that Christ is dead and did not rise from the grave has no life in him.
Indeed, by thinking this he confirms and ensures his own eternal death and corruption.
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Apostolic Signs and Wondeers

Acts 5:12-20
From 7The Explanation of the Acts of the Hoily Apostles

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

5:12-16. By the hands of the apostles, many signs and wonders were performed among the people.
And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people
held them in high esteem. And more than ever, believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both
men and women. So much so that they carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and
mats, so that at least Peters shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds also gathered
from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and
they were all healed. After people began to fear, Peter and the other apostles performed more signs. They
were in Solomon’s Portico, no longer staying at home but present in the temple. When it says they were in
Solomon’s Portico, do not wonder that the crowds allowed this; for no one, it says, dared approach them,
yet the Jewish people magnified the apostles. So much so that they carried the sick from place to place.
During Christ’s time, it did not happen that people laid the sick in the streets to be healed by shadows, nor
did anyone fear to approach Him. Why is this? Because it was the work of the One who said, “Whoever
believes in Me will also do the works that I do, and greater works than these will he do.” From all sides,
miracles were increasing for them: from those who believed, from those who were healed, from those who
were punished, from their boldness in proclaiming the word, from their moral excellence, and from their
dedication to a more honourable way of life. It was not merely the signs themseives but also the great virtue
and truly apostolic life of these men.

5:17-25. Then the high priest rose up, along with all who were with him (that is, the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. They laid hands on the apostles and put them in public
prison. But during the night, an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out. He
said, Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life. When they heard
this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. When the high priest arrived with his
associates, they convened the council and the full assembly of the elders of Israel, and they sent to
the prison to have them brought. But when the officers arrived, they did not find them in the prison.
So they returned and reported, We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the
doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside. When the captain of the temple and the
chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this might
lead to. Then someone came and reported, Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in
the temple and teaching the people. Why does it say, “the high priest rose up””? Because he was provoked
and agitated by what was being said. Now they attacked them even more violently and fiercely, but they did
not immediately bring them to trial, thinking that public imprisonment would frighten them more. Notice
how the apostles lives unfolded. First, there was consternation and sorrow because of Christs departure; then,
tranquillity and joy from the descent of the Spirit; then sorrow again because of mockery; then joy because
of the faithful and the signs; then sorrow because they were imprisoned; then joy again because of their
deliverance; and again here, joy because of their glory and the signs, but also sorrow from the high priest
and those who arrested them. For those who live according to Gods commandments are treated and tested
in this way. “But during the night, an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors.” The angel brought them
out, both to console them and to benefit the Jews.
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St. Thomas Sunday

by Abp. Dmitri of Dallas 12011, founder of our Diocese
l/leﬁhe disciples had gathered on the new Passover (Pascha), the Lord’s Day or

Resurrection Day, Jesus entered the room where they were — “the doors being shut ...

for fear of the Jews” — stood in the midst of them and showed them His hands and
side. Christ then greeted them with that salutation, retained by the Church through the ages, with
which the priest greets the faithful at each of the important parts of the Divine Liturgy and other
services: “Peace be unto you.” Twice our Lord delivers this message of peace to His disciples that “first
day of the week.” We are reminded in this of the Savior’s words before the Crucifixion: “My peace I
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you” and “these things
I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.” (John 14:27; 16:33)

The Resurrection, of which the beloved disciples were witnesses, was the confirmation of Christs entire life of
prophecy and sacrifice. It was a reassurance that the peace He had come to give the world was not vain or imag-
ined. Nor was it peace on strictly a human level, for example the absence of war or strife among men. Rather this
peace was the presence of the Prince of Peace in the midst of human existence. It was the long awaited reconcili-
ation between God and man, and in God a profound “union of all men” as children of the Most High, a peace
that the world is unable to provide or understand.

Continuing the Gospel reading for Thomas Sunday, we are told that the apostles “were glad when they saw the
Lord.” Once more Christ’s words prior to His Passion are brought to mind: “I will see you again, and your heart
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.” (John 16: 22) This joy that our Lord promised His disciples
is, like peace, that which is experienced in the Divine Presence. It is the same joy felt by Christians after all these
centuries when they participate, through the divine worship of the Church, in the blessings of the Kingdom to
come. Particularly in the Eucharist an almost inexplicable joy is experienced in an encounter with the risen Lord,
in communion with His Holy Body and Blood. “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am [ in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me,
and I in him.” (John 6:56) In the Eucharistic gathering Christ’s glory is revealed to His disciples and they are
thus strengthened and confirmed in their faith in the promises of Christ, ready to return to the world from which
they were called out. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1Peter 2:9)
(The Greek, ecclesia, from which we get the word Church means, called out.)

Then He said to them again, “Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when he
had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whosesoever sins ye remit,
they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.” (John 20: 21-23) The Church
is simultaneously called out, “consecrated,” and then sent to accomplish the same work as her Founder. Christ
preached repentance and the advent of a heavenly Kingdom. His mystical Body, the Church, has the same mission
in this world of extending God’s Kingdom, central to which is the pronouncement of repentance and forgiveness.
The Church, in God’s name, pronounces forgiveness to all in light of a heavenly Kingdom revealed in Christ. The
Church carries out her mission through the guidance and by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Now “Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came,” and when the others
told Him, “we have seen the Lord.” He, therefore, said, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and
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put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.” (John 20: 24-25)

Thomas is like so many of us in that he would require tangible, visible proof that Christ is really active in the lives

of His people, caring for creation, and that He was what He claimed to be: “He that hath seen me, hath seen

the Father.” (John 14:9) Some today desire generally that kind of evidence even for God’s existence, “irrefutable”
evidence making it impossible for man not to believe. That type of unquestionable, undeniable proof, we can say,
will be put forth only at the end of this age, when “the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels

with him ...” (Matthew 25:31) At that time it will indeed be quite impossible for anyone (although some may try
in vain) to deny “the King of kings and the Lord of lords.” (Deuteronomy 10:17; Revelation 19:16)

God’s most important gift to man, that which identifies him as a creature made in the image of God, is free will.
The Lord honors this gift. He loves man and would have man love Him freely in return. God, therefore, will not
force man to accept Him, but would have him approach his Creator in faith and trust. We would do well to re-
member the example of St. John the Baptist. He bore witness to his Lord saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) Yet after being arrested, in a moment of hesitation or doubt, the
Forerunner sent his disciples to Christ asking, “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?” (Mat-
thew 11:3) At first glance this question seems strange, indeed contradictory, for “the greatest born of women” to
be asking.It is thus important to note that Jesus does not seek to answer it in some “definitive” way, irrefutable in
John’s mind. Rather He responds in terms of an invitation, still beckoning His servant to place his trust freely in
Him: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to
them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Matthew 11:4-6)

Near the end of the Gospel passage, after Thomas exclaims, “My Lord and my God,” Jesus says to him, “Because
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” Faith: this is the
way that God would have us come to Him. “Faith,” says St. Paul, “is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) People sometimes lament the fact that they did not live in Apostolic times when
it would have been possible to see for themselves and talk face to face with the Incarnate Lord. In the minds of many,
this would constitute tangible proof of God’s existence and alleviate any doubts concerning Christ. But would it?
Israel was prepared for almost two thousand years for the Messiah’s advent. Miracles were performed by Him in the
peoples’ midst. Yet, in the end, those who heard and saw Jesus for themselves wound up shouting, “Away with Him,
away with Him, crucify Him.” Only a few individuals stood with Him at the foot of the Cross. One really has to
wonder seriously if we would have been any different given the chance. For regardless of how and when the Lord
chooses to reveal Himself it is always possible, in freedom and because of sin, to explain away that revelation.

A primary emphasis here is that the historical period in which one exists makes no difference as far as one’s relation-
ship to Christ is concerned and his or her ability to know the Truth and live by faith. We have the mystical Body of
Christ, the Church’s sacramental, liturgical life, and the Lord’s promise to be with us always. We have “reccived the

Heavenly Spirit,” and are blessed with the examples, testimonies and presence of countless saints who have gone on

before us. We are literally living, right now if you will, in Apostolic times. So it seems as though we are missing the

mark if we begin to demand, from God or from ourselves, objective, factual knowledge in terms of “proof,” before

we can come to faith. At some point a “leap of faith,” will be required, for as mentioned above, so-called concrete

evidence can always be discarded if that is what is desired. On the other side of that “leap,” though, is the knowledge

that we all seek Once there, there is no lack of proof. But without this faith no amount of knowledge or evidence will

suffice. There will always be room for doubt, and opportunities for man in his “wisdom” to deny what is so plain and

simple to all who have truly found the narrow path that leads to life.

“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”
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