


SAINITS OF THE DAY

Sunday, April 4*,2026 - Lazarus Saturday
The Raising of Lazarus

Martyrs Agathopodes, a deacon, and Theodulus, a lector, at Thessalonica, under Maximian
(c. 286-305); Virgin-martyr Pherbutha (Tarbula, Phermoutha, Ferfouthe) of Persia, with
her sister Mekadoshta and the latter’s maidservant (343); Venerable
George of Mount Maleon, monk, in the Peloponnese (5th-6th
centuries); Venerable Publius the Egyptian; Venerable Zosimas
of Palestine, Hieromonk (c. 560); Venerable Saints Theonas,
Symeon, and Fervinus (Phorbinus); Venerable Plato the Studite,
Abbot of the Studion and Confessor (812); Venerable Joseph
the Hymnographer, of Sicily (883); Saint Guier, a priest and
hermit in Cornwall, where a church recalls his name; Saint Gwerir,
a hermit near Liskeard in Cornwall, at whose grave King Alfred
was healed of a serious illness; Saint Tigernach, Abbot of Clones, in Ireland (549); Saint
Isidore, Bishop of Seville (636); Saint Hildebert, Abbot of Saint Peter’s Abbey, Ghent,
Belgium, martyred by fanatics for defending the veneration of icons (752); Venerable
Joseph the Much-ailing, of the Kiev Caves (14th century); Venerable James, monk of
Starotorzhok (Old Torzhok) in Galich, Kostroma (15th-16th centuries); Venerable
Theonas, Metropolitan of Thessaloniki (1541); Venerable Zosimas, founder and abbot of
the Annunciation Monastery at Lake Vorbozoma (Vorbosomsk) (1550); New Hieromartyr
Nicetas the Albanian, of Mount Athos and Serres (1808); Venerable Elias of Makeyevka,
Schema-monk, of Makeyevka, Ukraine (1949); New Hieromartyr Benjamin (Kononov),
Archimandrite, of Solovki Monastery (1928); New Hieromartyr Nicephorus (Kuchin),
Hieromonk, of Solovki Monastery (1928); New Hieromartyr Nicholas (Karaulov), Bishop
of Velsk (1932); New Nun-martyr Maria (Lelyanova) of Gatchina (1932) (see also: January
26); New Hieromartyr John Vechorko, Priest (1933); Martyr John Kolesnikov (1943);
Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos “The Life-giving Spring” (450) (see also: Bright Friday);
The Akathist Hymn (Chairetismoi) to the Virgin Mary (626); Icon of the Most Holy
Theotokos “Gerontissa” (“Eldress”), at Pantokratoros monastery, Mount Athos; The Icon
of the Mother of God “Deliverer” (“Deliveress”) (1841, 1889); Repose of Elder Savvas of
Little St. Anne’s Skete, Mt. Athos (1908); Repose of Archimandrite John (Maitland Moir)
of Edinburgh, Scotland (April 17, 2013).

A detailed description of the cover icon can be found on our website,
www.stlukeanniston.org




MNEWS & ANNEUNCEMENTS

*  We welcome our visitors. Please join us for a potluck meal after Liturgy so you can
get to know us. Communion is for Orthodox Christians who have fasted before
Liturgy but everyone is welcome to the blessed bread an Altar Server will offer.

Grant, O Lord, a prosperous and peaceful life, health, salvation, and furtherance
in all good things to all Thy servants who are celebrating birthdays, namesdays
and anniversaries, and preserve them for MANY YEARS!

We will decorate for Palm Sunday and clean the church after Liturgy today.

Palms will be blessed before Liturgy tomorrow; take one to hold and wave
during the service and procession after Liturgy as we celebrate Christ’s Entry
into Jerusalem. Take them home afterwards for prayer corners, icons, etc.

A number of sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board to help us prepare for our
celebration of Holy Pascha. We are also asking for donations towards flowers.

Please try to attend as many services as possible and journey with Christ towards
His Passion and Resurrection.

If you bring a dish Saturday evening that should be served hot, consider
keeping it in a cooler.

This Week’s Fasting, Services and Scripture Readings

Mon., 4/6 Tues., 4/7 o Thurs., 4/9 Fri., 4/10 Sat., 4/11 Sun.,4/12

HolyiWe ek PASCHA!

Bridegroom Bridegroom Bridegroom Vesperal Royal Hours, Vesperal NO MORNING
Matins, 9 a.m. Matins, 9 a.m. Matins, 9 a.m. Liturgy, 8a.m. 8a.m. Liturgy,8a.m. LITURGY

Vespers w/
Procession,
3 p.m.

Decorating Agape
Church Vespers, 3 p.m.

12Passion Lamentations, HolyPascha, Picnic&Egg
Gospels, 4 p.m. ~4 p.m. 11:30 p.m. Hunt

Exodus 1:1-20 Exodus 2:5-10 WSGCETPHEEYE Exodus 19:10-19 Consult the Consult the Acts 1:1-8

Holy Week Holy Week
Job 1:1-12 Job 1:13-22 Job 2:1-10 Job 38:1-23; service service John 1:1-17
42:1-5 (A a U books for the
FCERBLN Ezekiel 1:21-28 [P Isaiah 50:4-11 [RECLILEEACEOAY readings today.

Service times are subject to change. Please check with Subdeacon Nicholas (256) 343-1141,
or visit stlukeanniston.org for the most up-to-date schedule.




Divine Lituy

sostom

Troparia/Kontakia

REFER TO PAGE 6 IN THE LITURGY BOOK.
Troparion of Lazarus Saturday (Tone 1)

By raising Lazarus from the dead before Thy Passion, * Thou didst confirm the universal resurrection, O
Christ God. * Like the children with the palms of victory, * we cry out to Thee, O Vanquisher of Death:
“Hosanna in the highest! ** Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Kontakion for Lazarus Saturday (Tone 2)
Christ — the Joy, the Truth, and the Light of all, * the Life of the World, and the Res - ur - rec - tion — *

has ap-peared in His goodness to those on earth. * He has become the Image of our Res - ur - rec - tion, //
*** grant-ing di - vine  for - give - ness to all.
Trisagion
(Instead of “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal...”, we sing:)

As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ! Alleluia (3x)

Scripture Readings

REFER TO PAGES 7-9 IN THE LITURGY BOOK.
Prokeimenon
Tone 3 (for Lazarus Saturday)
The Lord is my light and my salvation;/ whom, then, shall I fear?
V. The Lord is the defender of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

The Epistle Reading
Hebrews 12:28-13:8 (for Lazarus Saturday)

Brethren, we receive a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire. Let brotherly love continue.Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember them that are in bonds, as
bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.Marriage is honourable
in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. Let your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I willnot fear what man shall do unto me. Remember them
which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end
of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
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Alleluia
Tone 1 (for Lazarus Saturday)

V. The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty.
V. For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved.

The Gospel Reading
John 11:1-45 (for Lazarus Saturday)

At that time: a certain man was ill, Lazaros of Bethany, from the village of Mary and her sister Mar-
tha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose
brother Lazaros was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness is not unto deaths; it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God
may be glorified by means of it.”

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazaros. So when he heard that he was ill, he stayed two
days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go into Judea
again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now seeking to stone you, and are you
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walks in the
day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if any one walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him.” Thus he spoke, and then he said to them, “Our friend
Lazaros has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him out of sleep.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he
has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he
meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazaros is dead; and for your sake I am
glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazaros had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them concerning their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary sat in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. And even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said
to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying quietly, “The Teacher is here and
is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet
come to the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Then Mary, when she came where Jesus was and saw
him, fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in
spirit and troubled; and he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
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Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of _
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have §
kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb; it was a cave, and i
a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an
odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell
you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” So they
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you have heard me al- [ <] “¥
ways, but I have said this on account of the people standing by, that { ' [ Vﬂ
they may believe that you did send me.” When he had said this, he '\Il’l.
cried with a loud voice, “Lazaros, come out.” The dead man came out, - ==
his hands and feet bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him.

Theotokion
REFER TO PAGES 21-22 IN THE LITURGY BOOK.
(for Lazarus Saturday)
Let us honor, O people, the Pure Theotokos! was not consumed.
She conceived the Divine Fire within her womb, yer Let us magnify her in song.
- Lazarus Saturday
{ aving fulfilled Forty Days... we ask to see the Holy Week of Thy Passion.” With

these words sung at Vespers of Friday, Lent comes to its end and we enter into the

annual commemoration of Christ’s suffering, death and Resurrection. It begins on the
Saturday of Lazarus. The double feast of Lazarus’ resurrection and the Entrance of the Lord to
Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) is described in liturgical texts as the “beginning of the Cross” and is
to be understood therefore, within the context of the Holy Week. The common Troparion of
these days explicitly affirms that by raising Lazarus from the dead, Christ confirmed the truth of
general resurrection. It is highly significant that we are led into the darkness of the Cross by one
of the twelve major feasts of the Church. Light and joy shine not only at the end of Holy Week
but also at its beginning; they illumine darkness itself, reveal its ultimate meaning.
All those familiar with Orthodox worship know the peculiar, almost paradoxical character of Lazarus Saturday set-
vices. It is a Sunday, i.e., a Resurrection, service on a Saturday, a day usually devoted to the liturgical commemora-
tion of the dead. And the joy which permeates these services stresses one central theme: the forthcoming victory
of Christ over Hades. Hades is the Biblical term for Death in its universal power, for that unescapable darkness

and destruction that swallows all life and poisons with its shadow the whole world. But now—with Lazarus
resurrection—"death begins to tremble.” For there the decisive duel between Life and Death begins, and it gives
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us the key to the entire liturgical mystery of Pascha. In the early church Lazarus Saturday was called “announce-
ment of Pascha’, it announces and anticipates, indeed, the wonderful light and peace of the next Saturday—the
Great and Holy Saturday, the day of the Lifegiving Tomb.

Let us first of all understand that Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, personifies the whole mankind and also each man,
and Bethany, the home of Lazarus the Man, is the symbol of the whole world as a home of man. For each man was
created friend of God and called to this Divine friendship: the knowledge of God, the communion with Him, the
sharing of life with Him. “In Him was life and the life was the light of men.” (John 1:4) And yet this Friend whom
God loves, whom in love He has created, i.e. called to life, is destroyed and annihilated by a power which God has
not created: death. God encounters in His own world a power which destroys His work and annihilates His design.
'The world is but lamentation and sorrow, tears and death. How is this possible? How did this happen? These are the
questions implied in John’s slow and detailed narrative of Jesus’ coming to the grave of His friend. And once there,
“Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) Why does He weep if He knows that in a moment He will call Lazarus back to life? Byz-
antine hymnographers fail to grasp the true meaning of these tears. They ascribe them to His human nature, whereas
the power of resurrection belongs to God in Him. But the Orthodox Church teaches that all actions of Christ are
“theandric,” i.e., both Divine and human, are actions of the one and same God-Man. But then His very tears are
Divine. Jesus weeps because He contemplates the triumph of death and destruction in the world created by God.

“It stinketh.” say the Jews trying to prevent Jesus from approaching the corpse, and this awful warning applies to
the whole world, to all life. God is Life and the Giver of Life. He called man into the Divine reality of Life and
behold “it stinketh”... The world was created to reflect and proclaim the glory of God and “it stinketh.” At the
grave of Lazarus God encounters Death, the reality of anti-life, of destruction and despair. He meets His Enemy,
who has taken away from Him His World and become its prince. And we who follow Jesus as He approaches the
grave, enter with Him into that hour of His, which He announced so often as the climax and the fulfillment of
his whole work. The Cross, its necessity and universal meaning are announced in the shortest verse of the Gospel:

“and Jesus wept”... We understand now that it is because He wept, i.e., loved His friend Lazarus, that Jesus had
the power of calling him back to life. The power of Resurrection is not a divine “power in itself,” but power of love,
or rather love as power. God is Love and Love is life, Love creates Life...It is Love that weeps at the grave and it is
Love that restores life. This is the meaning of the Divine tears of Jesus. In them love is at work again—recreating,
redeeming, restoring the darkened life of man: “Lazarus, come forth!...” And this is why Lazarus Saturday is the




IoLy THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH:

8 AM

Vesperal Liturgy
The Last Supper
12 Passion Gospels
The Crucifixion

4 pM

"LAZARUS SATUR_DAY, APRI_L 4TH |

9 am
4 pm

Divine Liturgy

Great Vespers
= PALM'SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH -

Divine Liturgy 10 am
= Hory MoONDAY, APRIL 6TH -
9 am
Hory TUESDAY, APRIL 7TH -
9am

Bridegroom Matins

Bridegroom Matins
“HoLy' WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH
Bridegroom Matins 9 am |
=" HoLy FRiDAY, APRIL 10TH - |
Royal Hours

Vespers w/Procession
The Burial

Lamentations
The sz'sgs

|Y SATURDAY, APRIL 11TH -

Vesperal Liturgy

Holy Pascha 112° pm

Jollowed by blessing of
* Pascha Baskets & Feast

8 AM

| Agape Vespers
Nocturns, Matins & Divine Liturgy

HOLY PASCHA, Arrit 12TH
NO MORNING LITURGY!

3rM
Jfollowed by Picnic & Fgg Hunt




