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News & Announcements
•	 We welcome our visitors. Please join us for a potluck meal after Liturgy so 

you can get to know us. Communion is for Orthodox Christians who have 
fasted before Liturgy but everyone is welcome to the blessed bread an Altar 
Server will offer.

•	 Grant, O Lord, a prosperous and peaceful life, health, salvation, and furtherance 
in all good things to all Thy servants who are celebrating birthdays, namesdays 
and anniversaries, and preserve them for MANY YEARS!

•	 Father blessed Holy Water this past week. Feel free to ask for Holy Water to 
take home. Also, speak with Father soon to have your home blessed.

This Week’s Fasting, Services and Scripture Readings
Mon., 1/13 Tues.,1/14 Wed., 1/15 Thurs., 1/16  Fri., 1/17 Sat.,1/18 Sun.,1/19

Divine Liturgy
10 a.m.

Great Vespers
4 p.m.

Brunch &  
Fellowship

Hebrews 8:7-13 Hebrews 
9:8-10, 15-23

Hebrews 
10:1-18

Hebrews 
10:35-11:7

Hebrews 
11:8, 11-16

Ephesians 
5:1-8

Colossians 
3:12-16

Mark 8:11-21 Mark 8:22-26 Mark 8:30-34 Mark 9:10-16 Mark 9:33-41 Luke 14:1-11 Luke 18:35-43

Service times are subject to change. Please check with Fr. Basil if in any doubt.

Visit us online for the most current news, 
schedule and much more.

https://stlukeanniston.org



Saints of the Day
Sun., Jan. 12th, 2025 • 29th Sun. of Pentecost • Afterfeast of Theophany
Martyr Tatiana of Rome, and those who suffered with 

her (c. 222 - 235); Martyr Mertius of Mauretania 
(284–305); Martyr Philotheus of Antioch (c. 305); 

Martyr Peter Apselamus of Eleutheropolis in Palestine 
(309); Ven. Eupraxia of Tabenna in Egypt (393); Sts. 
Tygrius the Presbyter, and Eutropius the Lector, at 
Constantinople (c. 395 - 408); Holy Eight Martyrs 
of Nicaea, by the sword; Virgin-Martyr Euthasia, by 
the sword; Ven. Elias the Wonderworker of Egypt (4th century); Ven. 

Theodora of Alexandria, instructress of nuns (5th century); Saint Arcadius, 
a prominent citizen of Caesarea in Mauretania, barbarously martyred (c. 
302); Martyrs Zoticus, Rogatus, Modestus, Casutlus, between forty and 

fifty soldiers, in Africa; Saint John, Bishop of Ravenna and Confessor 
(494); St. Caesaria, the gifted sister of St Caesarius of Arles and Abbess 
(c. 530); St. Victorian, founder of the monastery of Asan (c. 560); St. 
Probus, Bishop of Verona in Italy (c. 591); St. Eilian of Rome, (6th 

century); St. Salvius, Bishop of Amiens (c. 625); St. Benedict Biscop, 
Abbot of Wearmouth and Confessor (690); St. Sava I, Enlightener and 
first Archbishop of Serbia (1235); Ven. Martinian of White Lake, Abbot 
(1483); Ven. Galacteon, disciple of St. Martinian of White Lake, Fool for 
Christ (1506); Ven. Archimandrite Theodosius of Tisman and Sophroniev 

Monasteries, fellow-struggler of St. Paisius Velichkovsky (1802); Saint 
John of Tula, Fool-for-Christ (1850); Synaxis of the Icon of the Most Holy 
Theotokos “The Milk-giver” (Panagia Galaktotrofoussa; Mlekopitatelnica); 
Synaxis of the Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos “Akathist”; Synaxis of the 
Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos “Mesopantitissis” in Crete (Theotokos of 

Mesopantitissis); Icon of the Mother of God “Priestly” (Popskaya).
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Divine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostom

Troparia/Kontakia
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4)

When the women disciples of the Lord
learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse
and elatedly told the apostles:

“Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,//
granting the world great mercy!”

Troparion for the Theophany (Tone 1)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.
For the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee,
and called Thee His beloved Son;
and the Spirit in the form of a dove
confirmed the truthfulness of His word.
O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself//
and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee.  

Troparion to St. Luke the Evangelist (Tone 5)

The Holy Apostle, the all-hymned Luke,
who is acknowledged by the Church of Christ
as the recorder of the Acts of the Apostles
and the splendid author of the Gospel of Christ,
let us praise with sacred hymns
as a Physician who healeth the infirmities of man
and the ailments of nature,
who cleanseth spiritual wounds//
and prayeth unceasingly for our souls.

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4)

My Savior and Redeemer
as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.
He has shattered the gates of hell,
and as Master,//
He has risen on the third day!
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Kontakion to St. Luke the Evangelist (Tone 2)

Thou becamest a disciple of God the Word,
with Paul thou didst enlighten all the world,
casting out its darkness//
by composing the Holy Gospel of Christ. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit…

Kontakion for St. Tatiana (Tone 4)

In thy sufferings thou didst shine brightly
in the royal purple of thy blood,
and like a beautiful dove thou didst fly to heaven,
passion-bearer Tatiana.//
Therefore, always pray for those who honor thee! 

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Kontakion for the Theophany (Tone 4)

Today Thou hast shown forth to the world, O Lord,
and the light of Thy countenance hast been marked on us.
knowing Thee, we sing Thy praises.
Thou hast come and revealed Thyself,//
O unapproachable Light.

Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings
Prokeimenon

Tone 1	 (for Sunday after Theophany)

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our hope on Thee!

V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!

The Epistle Reading
Ephesians 4:7-13	 (for Sunday after Theophany)

Brethren, unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore 
he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he 
ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.
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Alleluia
Tone 5	 (for Sunday after Theophany)

V. I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Thy truth from generation to 
generation.

V. For Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever; Thy truth will be prepared in the heavens.

The Gospel Reading
Matthew 4:12-17	 (for the Sunday after Theophany)

At that time, Jesus heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Naza-
reth He went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what 
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen 
a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”  From that 
time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”    

TheotokionTheotokion
	 (for the Theophany)

Magnify, O my soul, the most-pure Virgin Theotokos, 
more honorable than the heavenly hosts!

No tongue knows how to praise you worthily, O 
Theotokos; 

even Angels are overcome with awe praising you.
But since you are good, accept our faith;
for you know our love inspired by God!
You are the defender of Christians, and we magnify you.

“The people which sat in darkness have seen a great light.”
Matthew 4:12-17

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

12-13. Now when Jesus had heard that John had been handed over, He departed into Galilee; and 
leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of 
Zabulon and Nephthalim. Jesus departs, teaching us not to throw ourselves into dangers. He departs into 
Galilee, which means “rolling down,” for the Gentiles had rolled down into sin. He dwells in Capernaum, 
meaning “house of comfort and consolation”: Christ came down from heaven to make the Gentiles the 
house of the Comforter. Zabulon means “nocturnal,” and 
Nephthalim, “a broadening.” The life of the Gentiles was both 
dark and broad—they were not walking the narrow way, but 
the way leading to destruction.

14-16. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah 
the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles; the people which sat in darkness saw a great 
light; and on them which sat in the region and shadow of 
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death light hath dawned. By the way of the sea means “which is situated along the road of the sea.” The great 
light is the Gospel—the law was also a light, but a much smaller one. The shadow of death is sin, for sin is the 
likeness and silhouette of death. Death overpowers the body—sin overpowers the soul. The light has truly 
dawned on us: we were not seeking it; it appeared to us as if it were pursuing us.

17. From that time Jesus began to preach and to say. From the time John was arrested, Jesus began to 
preach. Jesus waited for John to first bear witness to Him and to prepare the way for Him, in the same way 
that servants make preparations for their masters. Being equal to the Father, the Lord also had John as a 
prophet, just as God the Father had the prophets who were before John; yet in truth these were the prophets 
of both the Father and the Son. Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. The kingdom of heaven is 
Christ and it is also the life of virtue. When someone lives as an angel on earth, is he not heavenly? So the 
kingdom of heaven is within each one of us when we live as angels. 

“Unto every one of us is given grace”
Ephesians 4:7-13

From The Explanation of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

7. But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. One might ask, 
“O blessed Paul, you taught us Christians to share everything in common. How is it, then, that one man has 
a greater gift, and another, a lesser?” This question had caused the Ephesians, the Corinthians, and many 
others, to become envious of one another. To resolve this dilemma, the Apostle explains that each Christian 
has been given a gift in accordance with the measure of grace bestowed on him by Christ. “Because it is a 
gift, freely given, show love and gratitude, O Christian, that you have received anything at all. For it was not 
owed to you. Since it is God Who ordains the measure of every gift, do not think to meddle. If God has set 
the measure, He certainly did so for our advantage.Therefore, the necessities, without which it is impossible 
for one to be a Christian, are held in common and in equal measure. But if a Christian has a greater gift than 
you, do not grieve that you lack something. For he who received the gift exerted the greater effort,” as Paul 
will explain. He does not say “according to the measure of the faith of each,” lest he dishearten those who had 
lesser gifts. Instead, he attributed the measure of each gift to the will of God, Who provides them, lest they 
should dare to attempt bargaining.

8. Wherefore he saith, When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. That it is God Himself Who gives the gifts to men is made clear from the words of the prophet David: 
He gave gifts unto men? And yet the prophet David also says, Thou didst receive gifts among men (Ps. 67:19). 
But this amounts to the same thing: God gives gifts, and in return He receives service from men. When a 
man accepts a gift, he receives it in order to put it to work and to labor with it. Therefore, one should never 
be lazy. Christ ascended up on high when He ascended the cross, or when He ascended into heaven. This is 
made clear by what follows. What kind of captivity did Christ lead captive? The captivity of the devil. He 
took captive the devil, and death, and the curse, and sin, and us men who were subjected to the slavery of 
the devil, and all that goes with it. Not only did Christ free us; He bestowed on us spiritual gifts, according 
to the wise Photius.

9-10. Now that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that He might 
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fill all things. Because Paul is now addressing the topic of humility, he 
offers Christ Himself as the example of humility, just as he does in the 
Epistle to the Philippians (2:8). He explains that as the Lord did not refrain 
from humbling Himself to descend from the heavens, neither must you 
Christians refrain from condescending through humility to the least of your 
brethren. That Christ descended is clear from the statement of the prophet 
David, that Thou hast ascended on high (Ps. 67:19).4 Whenever it is said of 
God that He ascended, it is necessary to understand that He first descended 
from that height. But this does not hold true with men. Those men and 
women who “ascend” by attaining a certain divine or human rank had never 
before held that lofty position, but had risen from below to receive such a 
status. To what place did Christ descend? To hell, which the Apostle calls 
the lower parts of the earth, in accordance with the common expressions 
used in Scripture. As the patriarch Jacob declares, Then ye shall bring down 
my old age with sorrow to hades (Gen. 42:38); and King David says, O Lord, 

Thou hast brought up my soul out of hades; Thou hast saved me from them that go down into the pit (Ps. 29.4). 
Therefore, Christ…descended into the lower parts of the earth, beyond which there is nothing lower; and from 
there He ascended... far above all things, beyond which there is nothing higher, and His descent in nowise 
hindered His ascent. And if all you Christians are humble, you also will be exalted. The Apostle relates 
these things in detail to teach men humility. Christ ascended far above all in order to fill every creature and 
place with His lordship and divine energy in the flesh, because earlier, before His Incarnation, He had filled 
everything with His divinity. Take note, O reader, that these words are directed against Paul of Samosata and 
Nestorius, both of whom taught falsely that the Son of God was a different person than the son of the Virgin. 
Thus it is clear that He Who descended was originally above in the heavens. He came down to earth, took 
flesh, died on the cross, and descended into Hades. He is one and the same Son of God, Who made both the 
descent and the ascent. They were not two separate beings, one who descended and another who ascended.

11a. And He Himself gave... Paul uses the pronoun, Himself, to indicate that it was Christ Himself who had 
taken such forethought on our behalf that He did not refrain from descending to the lowest parts of hell for 
our sake. It is Christ who distributed the gifts to men, not haphazardly, but wisely and to each one’s benefit. 

“Why then, brother, do you grieve that you did not receive a bigger gift? By this grief you indicate that Christ 
did not distribute the gifts righteously and fairly, and therefore, you are resisting Christ.” In his first epistle 
to the Corinthians, Paul explains that it is the Holy Spirit which distributes the gifts, dividing to every man 
severally as He will (I Cor. 12:11). In the Book of Acts it is written that Paul said to the bishops in Ephesus, 
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed 
the church of God (Acts 20:28). And in another place it says that the Father imparts divine power to these 
gifts (see I Cor. 12:28). Here the Apostle says that the Son distributes the gifts. Therefore, one is the divine 
energy of the three persons of the Holy Trinity, and one is their essence.

11b. ...some, apostles; and some, prophets. First are the apostles, because they also had the gift of prophecy. 
But the prophets of the new grace did not also receive the gift of apostleship, and ranked second after the 
apostles. One of these apostles was named Agabus, and the prophets who came to Antioch (see Acts 11:27-28).

11c. ...and some, evangelists. Paul gives the name evangelist, not only to those who wrote the Gospels and 
preached them throughout the world, but also to those who did not travel, but preached the Gospel where 
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they lived. Such were Priscilla and Aquila (see II Tim. 4:19).

11d. And some, pastors and teachers. Here the Apostle is referring to those entrusted to protect the 
churches, i.e. the bishops, such as Timothy, Titus, and the others. It is also possible to interpret the pastors 
to mean the presbyters, and the teachers to mean the deacons. For these hold a rank in the church indicative 
of purification: they cleanse men by the teaching of the divine Word, as St. Dionysius the Areopagite says.

12. For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the building up of the body of 
Christ. Do you see, O reader, what great dignity is bestowed on every Christian? “Each one,” Paul explains, 

“perfects the other; each one serves for the building up of the Body of Christ, which is the Church. Why, 
then, do you grieve, O Christian, that you have received a smaller gift? You also are contributing to the 
perfecting of the saints, that is, to the benefit and perfecting of the Christians. Therefore, be careful, brother, 
that having received your gift, you do not ruin yourself by envying those who have greater gifts than yours.” 
Consider this as well. if someone else has received a greater gift for the perfecting of the faithful, understand 
that the labor and service he performed were also greater. Likewise, the punishment is greater for him who 
did not use his gift profitably. Moreover, are you not suffering from satanic passion when you envy one who 
has a greater gift, who is perfecting and building up the body of Christ? Such envy is opposed to God, and 
is the off-spring of the antichrist.

13a. Till we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God. “How long,” 
the Apostle asks, “must those who have received gifts toil and labor to build up the body of Christ? Until 
we all have attained to the unity of the faith.” This means, until we have all accepted one and the same faith, 
without variations in dogmas and without any schism between us. Then there will be the true unity of the 
faith; and then we will know the Son of God—when we are orthodox in our doctrines and when we preserve 
the bond of love. For Christ is love.

13b. Unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ. By a perfect man 
and the measure of the maturity, Paul means the perfect knowledge of the dogmas of faith. By the fullness 
of Christ, he means the full and complete knowledge and faith in Him. That is to say, He, being one of 
the Trinity, equal to the Father and to the Spirit, became a man—one person in two natures and two wills 
and two energies. With His body He is co-enthroned with the Father, and in this same body He will come 
to judge the living and the dead; and all the other dogmas concerning Christ, rightly interpreted and 
proclaimed by the holy councils and teachers and theologians of the church. But why, then, in other epistles 
of Paul, does he write that we have an imperfect knowledge of Christ-—for now we see through a glass darkly 
(I Cor. 13:12)? This is in contrast to the knowledge we will have in the age to come, which will be perfect 
and immutable. When we do not change, but hold fast to the little that we now possess, then we become 
perfect, as the Apostle explains below. 

Holy Water History

Among Eastern Orthodox Christians, Holy Water is used frequently in rites 
of blessing and exorcism, and the water for baptism is always sanctified with a 
special blessing.

Throughout the centuries, there have been many springs of water that have been believed by members 
of the Orthodox Church to be miraculous. Some still flow to this day, such as the one at Pochaev Lavra 
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in Ukraine, and the Life-Giving Spring of the Theotokos in Constantinople 
(commemorated annually with the blessing of Holy Water on Bright Friday).

Often, when objects are blessed in the church the blessing is completed by a 
triple sprinkling with Holy Water using the words, «This (name of item) is 
blessed by the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.»

Holy Water is often sprinkled on items or people when they are blessed outside 
of the church building, as part of the prayers of blessing. For instance, in Alaska, 
the fishing boats are sprinkled with Holy Water at the start of the fishing season 
as the priest prays for the crews’ safety and success. Also, cars and homes are 
blessed with Holy Water as a way of invoking God’s blessing and protection.

Orthodox Christians most often bless themselves with Holy Water by drinking it. It is traditional to keep a 
quantity of it at home, and many Orthodox Christians will drink a small amount daily with their morning 
prayers. It may also be used for informal blessings when no clergy are present. For example, parents might 
bless their children with Holy Water before they leave the house for school or play. It is not unusual for pious 
Orthodox Christians to put a little Holy Water in their food as they cook their meals. It is also often taken 
with prayer in times of distress or temptation.

The use of Holy Water is based on the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan, and the 
Orthodox interpretation of this event. In their view, John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance, and the 
people came to have their sins washed away by the water. Since Jesus had no sin, but was God incarnate, his 
baptism had the effect not of washing away Jesus’ sins, but of blessing the water, making it holy-and with it 
all of creation, so that it may be used fully for its original created purpose to be an instrument of life.

Jesus’ baptism is commemorated in the Eastern Orthodox churches at the Feast of Theophany (literally 
«manifestation of God») on January 6 (for those Orthodox Christians who use the Julian Calendar, January 
6 falls on the Gregorian Calendar date of January 19). At the Vespers of this feast, a font of Holy Water is 
typically blessed in the church, to provide holy water for the parish’s use.

In the following weeks, the priest typically visits the homes of the members of the parish and leads prayers 
of blessing for their families, homes (and even pets), sprinkling them with Holy Water. Again, this practice 
is meant to visibly represent God’s sanctifying work in all parts of the people’s lives.

Every family should have Holy Water at home, and make use of it at every need: in cases of illness, leaving on 
a journey, whenever one is upset, students prior to examinations, etc. People who drink a little Holy Water 
daily, before eating any kind of food, usually do well. It strengthens the powers of our soul-if it is done with 
prayer and reverence, and one does not merely expect a mechanical result from it.

Martyr Tatiana of Rome, and those who suffered with her

The Holy Virgin Martyr Tatiana was born into an illustrious Roman family, and 
her father was elected consul three times. He was secretly a Christian and raised his 
daughter to be devoted to God and the Church. When she reached the age of maturity, 

Tatiana decided to remain a virgin, betrothing herself to Christ. Disdaining earthly riches, 
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she sought instead the imperishable wealth of Heaven. She was made a deaconess in one 
of the Roman churches and served God in fasting and prayer, tending the sick and helping 
the needy.
When Rome was ruled by the sixteen-year-old Alexander Severus (222-235), all power was concentrated in the 
hands of the regent Ulpian, an evil enemy and persecutor of Christians. Christian blood flowed like water. Tatiana 
was also arrested, and they brought her into the temple of Apollo to force her to offer sacrifice to the idol. The saint 
began praying, and suddenly there was an earthquake. The idol was smashed into pieces, and part of the temple 
collapsed and fell down on the pagan priests and many pagans. The demon inhabiting the idol fled screeching 
from that place. Those present saw its shadow flying through the air.

Then they tore holy virgin’s eyes out with hooks, but she bravely endured everything, praying for her 
tormentors that the Lord would open their spiritual eyes. And the Lord heard the prayer of His servant. 
The executioners saw four angels encircle the saint and beat her tormentors. A voice was heard from the 
heavens speaking to the holy virgin. Eight men believed in Christ and fell on their knees before Saint Tatiana, 
begging them to forgive them their sin against her. For confessing themselves Christians they were tortured 
and executed, receiving Baptism by blood.

The next day Saint Tatiana was brought before the wicked judge. Seeing her completely healed of all her 
wounds, they stripped her and beat her, and slashed her body with razors. A wondrous fragrance then filled 
the air. Then she was stretched out on the ground and beaten for so long that the servants had to be replaced 
several times. The torturers became exhausted and said that an invisible power was beating them with iron 
rods. Indeed, the angels warded off the blows directed at her and turned them upon the tormentors, causing 
nine of them to fall dead. They then threw the saint in prison, where she prayed all night and sang praises 
to the Lord with the angels.

A new morning began, and they took Saint Tatiana to the tribunal once more. The torturers beheld with 
astonishment that after such terrible torments she appeared completely healthy and even more radiant and 
beautiful than before. They began to urge her to offer sacrifice to the goddess Diana. The saint seemed 
agreeable, and they took her to the heathen temple. Saint Tatiana made the Sign of the Cross and began to 
pray. Suddenly, there was a crash of deafening thunder, and lightning struck the idol, the sacrificial offerings 
and the pagan priests.

Once again, the martyr was fiercely tortured. She was hung up and scraped 
with iron claws, and her breasts were cut off. That night, angels appeared 
to her in prison and healed her wounds as before. On the following day, 
they took Saint Tatiana to the circus and loosed a hungry lion on her. The 
beast did not harm the saint, but meekly licked her feet.

As they were taking the lion back to its cage, it killed one of the torturers. 
They threw Tatiana into a fire, but the fire did not harm the martyr. The 
pagans, thinking that she was a sorceress, cut her hair to take away her 
magical powers, then locked her up in the temple of Zeus.

On the third day, pagan priests came to the temple intending to offer 
sacrifice to Zeus. They beheld the idol on the floor, shattered to pieces, and 
the holy martyr Tatiana joyously praising the Lord Jesus Christ. The judge 



then condemned the valiant sufferer to be beheaded with a sword. Her father was also executed with her, 
because he had raised her to love Christ.

The Relics of Saint Tatiana in Craiova
The honorable head of the Holy Martyr Tatiana was first brought to Romania 
in 1204, when members of the ruling family (Asanestan dynasty) placed it 
in a church in Tarnovo (Bulgaria) and then in Bucovat Monastery (near 
Craiova). Later, however, in 1393, the head of the Saint was taken to a 
church in the town of Nicaea (where the First Ecumenical Synod met), and 
then to Constantinople, and placed in the Church of the Holy Apostles.

In 1453, after the conquest of Constantinople by the Turks, during the reign of Neagoe Basarab, the 
Craioveşti boyars brought the head of the holy Martyr Tatiana to this country, as well as the entire body of 
Saint Gregory the Decapolite (November 20), which they placed in the church of Bistriţa Monastery. From 
that monastery, the relics of Saint Tatiana were taken by Saint Neagoe Basarab (September 15) and brought 
to the royal church at Curtea de Argeș. Later, with the reorganization of the Metropolitan Church of Oltenia 
(1950-1955), the honorable skull of Saint Tatiana was taken from Curtea de Argeș and brought to the 
Episcopal Cathedral of Râmnicu Vâlcea in 1955. Finally, the honored relics were permanently enshrined in 
the Metropolitan Cathedral of Craiova.

Today, the holy relics of Saint Tatiana are kept, with great honor, in the Metropolitan Cathedral of the Holy 
Great Martyr Demetrios in Craiova, in the same reliquary with the relics of Saint Niphon of Constantinople 
(August 11), and the Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus (October 7).


